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Mr. Oldfleld: Do you not agree that
flogging does stop a man?

Mr. GRAYIDEN: The member f or
Maylands seems worried about this sub-
ject, and I suggest he seek further in-
formation from the hon, member who
introduced the Eml. I do not believe that
the punishment of whipping is suitable
for sex offenders but in Melbourne, and
the Eastern States generally, alter the first
war, a number of basher gangs created
a good deal of disorder and lawlessness.

Many decent people suffered and I be-
lieve that for crimes like that, whipping
may be the only ultimate solution. I
realise that It would not reform that class
of criminal because that type is not likely
to reform in any case. These people hunt
In packs and attack innocent victims. They
do not use violence merely to rob but
continue to put the boots in afterwards
purely for the pleasure of inflicting pain.
In cases like that the only ultimate way
to prevent them, not reform them, is to
inflict the punishment of whipping.

So for that reason I have rather mixed
feelings on the Bill, but I think we should
have the provision in the Criminal Code so
that it can be used for crimes of violence.
If it is struck out of the Criminal Code,
and a case of emergency arises, it will
be necessary for the Government to intro-
duce and pass a measure reinstating the
penalty.

Mr. M.ANNING: I move-
That the debate be adjourned.

Mr. Graham:* Once again I am being
crucified. I have been crucified enough
as it is without this sort of thing.

The Premier: You have not an office
to go to tomorrow -as I have.

Motion put and passed.
House adjourned at 11.42 p.m.

iitaftiur Asetblu
Tuesday, 18th November, 1952.
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ASSENT TO BILLS.
Message from the Governor received

and read notifying assent to the follow-
Ing Bills:-

1, Sheepsklns (Draft Allowance Prohi-
bition).

2, Raiway (Mundarlng-Mundarlng
Weir) Discontinuance.

3, Building Operations and Building
Materials Control Act Amendment
and Continuance.

4, Marketing of Onions Act Amend-
ment.

QUESTIONS.

IfLK, POWDERED.
As to Shortage and Prices.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE asked the At-
torney General:

(1) Is he aware that full cream pow-
dered milk Is still in very short supply
In Western Australia?

(2) Is he aware that the approved retail
prices for Trufood powdered milk are
3s. 41d. per 12 oz. tin and 11s.- 7d. per
3 lb. tin?

(3) Is he aware that Prices for the same
sized tins of Sunshine and Oak brands
are 3s. lid, and us. 6d., respectively?

(4) What Is the reason for this differen-
tiation in the prices allowed to the manu-
facturers of Trufood brand?

(5) Is it a fact that at least one of the
other companies is not prepared to ship
.any further powdered milk to Western
Australia unless prices allowed in respect
of the Trufood brand are also allowed
in relation to its product?

(6) As additional supplies of powdered
milk are urgently required, particularly
in the outback areas, will he have the
whole matter of approved retail prices re-
-considered?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
(1) Yes.
42) Yes.
(3) Yes.
(4) Sunshine and Oak brands are sold

by manufacturers on a free into store
capital city basis. The wholesale prices
are uniform in all capital cities-

This means that freight and handling
charges of the distribution from the State
of supply to all capital cities are averaged.
The State of manufacture, therefore, bears
portion of these costs Incurred in trans-
porting the goods to the outlying States.
This policy Is encouraged by the Prices
Control Commissioner of Western Aus-
tralia.

Trufood brand is sold and price de-
termined on the basis of f.o.b. Melbourne,
which means that the whole of the freight
and handling charges to Western Aus-
tralia must be included in the cost to the
wholesaler.

(5) and (6) This Is the case. The
brand concerned is Oak. As this is fixed
on an Australia-wide capital city basis, the
freight from Sydney to other States is
averaged and Included in the present price.
Any departure from the present capital
city basis to the f.o.b. Sydney basis re-
quested by the company for sales in West-
ern Australia would mean an increase in
this State, with a probable reduction in
Sydney. The matter is being taken up
with the Prices Commissioner of the in-
vestigating State.

BASIC WAGE.
As to AflIorwe for Rent.

Mr. JOHNSON asked the Attorney
General:

As he has indicated that no offcer of
the State can state definitely just what
proportion of the basic wage is for rent,
will he communicate with the appropriate
Commonwealth officers to ascertain the
information?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:.
No. I suggest the hon. member make

a request for this information direct to the
Commonwealth Department concerned.

TRANSPORT.
(a) As to Effect of Zoning System.

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Transport:

(1) Will any financial benefit be derived
by passengers using road transport as a
consequence of the zoning of routes?

(2) is It considered that the tramway
services will receive increased passengers
as a consequence of the zoning?

(3) if the answer is in the affirmative,
will he state in what sections of the ser-
vice the increased passengers are antici-
pated?

(4) Could he state the approximate fi-
nancial benefit that will accrue to-

(a) the Railways services; and
(b) the Tramways services as a re-

sult of the zoning plans?
T'he MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-

plied:,
(1) Zoning aims at economy of opera-

tion by the elimination of unnecessary
competition and duplication and overlap-
ping of services. Economy of operation
influences fare fixation.

(2) Yes.
(3) Tramways will receive increased

passengers when they take over other
services and where unnecessary competi-
tion, duplication and overlapping are
eliminated.

(4) (a) Zoning will not affect railway
services.

(b) No.
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(b) As to Trans/er of Inter-Suburban
Service.

Mr. BRADY ated the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Transport;

(1) Has a final decision yet been made
f or the Government transport services to
take over the inter-suburban route to
Bassendean?

(2) Has any consideration or compen-
sation been arranged between the Inter-
Suburban Co. and the Government, or
the Transport Board, as a result of the
new arrangements?

(3) Wml the fares under the new ar-
rangement remain as at present, or be
brought into line with railway fares?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCA77ON re-
plied:

(1) and (2) Negotiations are still pend-
Ing.

(3) No decision has been made as to
fares under any new arrangement.

IRRIGATION.
As to Finances of South-West Systems.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE asked the Min-
ister for Works:

(1) What is the total capital cost to the
State to date of the installation of the
irrigation systems In the South-West?

(2) What Is the total loss to date in
the operation of those services?

(3) What was the cost of operating the
services during the last financial year,
including interest and sinking fund upon
total capital expenditure?

(4) What was the total amount of
revenue received during the same year?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) £2,475,346.
(2) £759.444.
(3) £178,956.
(4) £23,918.

WUNDOWIE INDUSTRIE.
As to Report on Finances and

Operations.
Hon. A. R. G. HAW]KE asked the Minister

for Industrial Development:
(1) Will he undertake to obtain a report

from the Wundowie Board of Management
regarding-

(a) the capitalisation of the industries
at Wundowie;

(b) the financial results of the opera-
tion of those industries to date;
and

(c) the financial prospects regarding
future operations?

(2) Will he have such report, when ob-
tained, laid upon the Table of the House
before the current session concludes?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) (a) No. The audited balance sheet

provides the necessary information.
(b) The audited profit and loss accounts

provide the necessary Information and dis-
close losses for 1949-50 and 1950-51 of
£117,000 and £101,000 respectively.

(c) These would be estimates only, and
it seems preferable to await the outcome
of future operations.

(2) Answered by No. (1).

EIDUCATION.
As to Halt's Creek School and Hostel.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY asked the
Minister for Education:

(1) Can he state the date of completion
of the Halls Creek school and hostel?

(2) Can he give the approximate date,
of occupation of the school?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Owing to recent difficulties associ-

ated with the transport of materials, par-
ticularly Joinery, the erection of the Malls
Creek school and hostel has been slowed
down. It is, however, anticipated that the
work will be completed reasonably early
in the New Year.

(2) The school will be opened as soon
as possible after the building is ready for
occupation.

STATE SHIPPING SERVICE.

As to Contract for New Vessel, Etc.

Mr. RODOREDA asked the Premier:
(1) Is it a fact that the Government

entered into a contract with a Scottish
firm for the construction of a new State
ship?

(2) Has this contract been cancelled?
(3) If so, for what reason, and what

expenses have been or will be incurred in
this connection?

(4) If a new ship is not being obtained,
what action does the Government propose
to provide adequate shipping facilities for
the North-West?

The PREMIER replied:
(1) No. The contract provided only for

the preparation of plans and specifications
for a 2,000 ton passenger/cargo vessel.

(2) Answered by No. (1).
(3) The contract involved a minimum

fee of SAI,250.
(4) Negotiations are Proceeding for the

Purchase from the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment of the steamers "Dorrigo" and.
"Dulverton."
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MIK, RECONSTITUTED.
As to Tabling Committee's Report.

Mr. STYANTS (without notice) asked
the Minister for Education:

Has he yet received the report from the
interdepartmental committee on the ques-
tion of reconstituted milk? If he has, will
he make available a copy of it and lay
it on the Table of the House for the in-
formation of members?

The MINISTER replied:
An interim report has been received and

I shall be glad to discuss it with the hon.
member.

BILLS (3)-THILRD READING.
1, Workers' Compensation Act Amend-

ment.
Transmitted to the Council.

2, Traffic Act Amendment (No. 2).
3, Mining Act Amendment (No. 1).

Passed.

BILL-BRANDS ACT AMENDMENT.
Report of Committee adopted.

DUL-THE FREMANTLE GAS AND
COKE COPANYS ACT AMIENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 12th Novem-

ber.

HON. J. B. SLEEMAN (Fremantle)
[4.451;. I very reluctantly agee to this
urnl. I have been most concerned over it,
but the member for South Fremantle and
I have interviewed the gas company, and
I think the company has shown us clearly
that it cannot carry on unless the Birn is
passed. There Is a certain amount of
saftey provided in the Gas Undertakings
Act which restricts the profits of the com-
pany to 6 per cent. In the circulmstances,
I have no option but to support the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

DILL-PLANT DISEASES (REGISTRA-
TION FEES) ACT AMJENDMENT.

Second Reading.
THE MINSTER FOR LANDS (Hon. L.

Thorn-Toodysy) [4-481 in moving the
second reading said: The purpose of the
Bill is to increase the orchard registra-
tion fee for non-commercial orchards from
Is. to 2s. per annum. The increase Is
sought because the cost of salaries of in-
spectors has approximately doubled dur-
Ing recent years. The extra is. is esti-
mated to increase the present Income by

£2,700. The Orchard Registration Trust
Fund is augmented each year by the Gov-
ernment to the following extet;-It pays
approximately 21,500 for the appointment
Of two inspectors, plus a grant of £12,000.
which includes £3,000 for three fruit-fly
baiting schemes. However, rising costs are
now exceeding the income received from
fees and grants made by the Government.

At present there are three fruit-fly bait-
ing schemes in operation; one ink the south
suburban area, one in the eastern hills
area, and a third In the Donnybrook area.
This pest is too widespread to eradicate,
but it can be controlled by having suf -
ficient Inspectors, by conducting educa-
tional talks, and by distributing leaflets
and operating baiting schemes. The num-
ber of inspectors at present engaged is
considered to be quite adequate. Their
inspections extend, In non-commlercial
areas, from Fremantle to Midland, and
towns southwards to Bunbury and Donny-
brook. Non-commercial registrations total
55.239, and, as I have said, the increased
income will amount to £2,700.

Mr. Styants: More taxation!
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The

hon. member knows that that tendency
Is general. In every direction taxation
is being increased. It does not matter
where one looks, the position is always
the same, and that Is accounted for by
the increased costs all round.

The Premier: The hon. member should
have been at the meeting of the Grants
commission today I

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In ad-
dition to the increase in salaries, postal
charges are playing a big part in the
added costs. Many registrations are
posted and certificates are returned in
the same way, at a cost of 3d.

Mr. Styants: Where can You get a
letter registered for 3d.?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS; I did
not say the letters were registered for
that price; I said that registrations were
posted at that cost. In these circum-
stances, this means that 25 per cent.
of the present fee is lost, without taking
into account the labour and stationery
involved. Often requests are received from
the country for application cards and that
involves the expenditure of 3d. in post-
age, plus another 3d. to post the regis-
trations. That means that 50 per cent.
of the registration fee is lost to the fund.
The present fee is very low In relation to
today's costs, and I feel that members will
appreciate that the increase to 2s. is
warranted. When the scheme was started
some Years ago with a registration fee of
is. for non-commercial orchards, the
charge was not sufficient to cover the
Cost of the scheme.

Hon. E. Nulsen; How many registra-
tions are there per annum?
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
are 55,239. 1 have a lair knowledge of
the scheme, as has the member for Darl-
mng Range. It costs a fair sumn to oper-
ate, but no doubt by this means quite a
lot is done to control the depredations
of the fruit-fly. I have previously stated
that it is practically impossible to eradi-
cate the pest, but, with adequate inspec-
tions and the co-operation of the orchard-
ists, it is controlled to a very large extent.
A great deal of the trouble is caused by
the non-commercial orchards in the city
where one or two fruit trees are estab-
lished in backyards, Fig, guava and nec-
tarine trees attract the fruit-fly and keep
the pest active. In the interests of the
fruit-growing Industry, it is necessary to
exercise close control over the pest with
a view to keeping It in subjugation as
much as posible. The method proposed is
the only way by which that can be done.
I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Mon. A. R. G. Hawke. de-
bate adjourned.

BI-EDUCATION ACT AMENDMENT.
Council's Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.

In Committee.
Mr. Hill in the Chair; the Minister for

Education In charge of the Bill.
The CHAIRMAN: The Council's

amendment is as follows:-
Clause 9. Delete all words after

the word "child" in line 36 on page
3 down to and including the word
"years" In line 5 on page 4, and sub-
stitute the following--

(a) In the case of a deaf or mute
child to notify the Minister
in writing of the name and
whereabouts of the child
within one month after he
attains the age of three years.

(b) In the case of a blind cere-
brally palsied or mentally de-
ficient child to notify the
Minister in writing of the
name and whereabouts of the
child within one month after
he attains the age of four
years.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 11
propose to ask the Committee to agree to
the Council's amendment. If members
look at the amendment and compare it
with Clause 9 of the Bill, they will find
that the Council's proposal does not make
the slightest difference to the measure.
Whatt the Council has proposed in two
paragraphs appears in the Bill in one
paragraph. The effect is precisely the

same although the Council's amendment
may make for slightly greater clarity.
I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question Put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
Resolution reported, the report adopted

and a message accordingly returned to
the Council.

BILL1-NURSES REGISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Second Reading.

MON. E. NULSEN (Syre) E4.543 In
moving the second reading said: This is
a very, small and simple Bill, but a very
Just one. All it seeks to accomplish is
to provide representation on the Nurses
Registration Board for the nursing aides.
provision for the status of whom Is made
In a Bill now before the Legislative Comn-
oil. The representative of the nursing
aides is to be nominated by those In
that particular category, through their,
Organization. Those people have been de-
scribed as assistant nurses and they feel
entitled to representation on the board..
At present that body comprises nine rep-
resentatives and by seeking an amend-
ment to Subsection (2) of Section 2 br
substituting the word "tea" for that of'
"nine," that will have the effect of In-
creasing the board membership to 10, thus
enabling registered nursing aides to have
representation on the board along with
their other colleagues in the nursing pro-
fession.

The nursing aides are not in the same
category as sisters, who have to pass ex-
aminations to qualify themselves for the
higher status and are, indeed, very highly
trained, and, in addition, the nursing
aides are subject to the Jurisdiction of
the trained sisters. The Nurses Regis-
tration. Board at present consists of the
Commissioner of Public Health who is
the chairman, the Inspector Oeneral of
Mental Hospitals, who is an ex officio
member, two doctors nominated by the
Western Australian branch of the B.M.A.,
two senior registered nurses, one genera)
trained nurse, one mental nurse and one
midwifery nurse. The additional member
proposed by the Bill will be nominated
by those In the nursing aide category, as
provided for in the Bill now before the
Legislative Council.

There should be no abjection to the
Proposal. I cannot Imagine any member
of tbe board considering it infra dig to
sit with a representative of the nursing
aides who have done such excellent work.
The hospitals would find it very difficult
indeed to manage without the services of
these nlurses. There are about 350 assist-
ant nurses and 250 of them belong to
the Hospital Employees' industrial union
of Workers, which is the only organisatlon
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that seems to have taken any interest in
them. Being members of that organisa-
tion, they are entitled to representation
on the board.

The Hospital Employees' Union was
registered in 1922 and I believe it was
not until about 1934 that the trained nurses
made application to the Arbitration Court.
Even If the trained nurses' organisation
was in existence all that time, It did not
protect the assistant nurses whereas the
Hospital Employees' Union did. There
should be no objection from the board,
constituted as I have explained.

The Premier: It is a big board already.
The Attorney General: Are not members

,of the board paid and consequently is not
,your Bill out of order?

Hon. E. NULSEN: I think not.
The Attorney General: I imagine that

.members of the board are paid.
Hon. E. NULSEN: If they are, I am not

aware of it. I believe they serve in an
honorary capacity. if my Bill would en-
tail any charge on the Crown, I know that,
under Section 46 of the Constitution Act,
it would be ruled out of order, but I do
not think there Is any ground for ruling
it out.

The Attorney General: I thought you
might have investigated that point. I do
not know.

Mon. E. NtJLSEN: If members of the
board are paid, I should like to have proof
of it. I cannot believe that the Commis-
sioner of Public Health, the ex-offio
member, or the members of the B.M.A.
would be paid. I believe that constitu-
tionally the Bill is in order. it Is neces-
sary that we Pass the measure for the
benefit of these assistant nurses. The
Minister, when introducing her Bill to
amend the Nurses Registration Act, testi-
fied to the excellent work that was being
done by the assistant nurses and described
them as a fine type of person. The Inten-
tion is that the representative of the as-
sistant nurses on the board shall be
selected, not by the general members of
the organisation, but by the assistant
nurses. I1 move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by the Minister for Health.
debate adjourned.

DI1LL-TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMKENT
(No. 3).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 12th November.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Ron. A.
V. R. Abbott--Mt. Lawley [5.51: The Bill.
proposes that, on the hearing of a charge
for an offence against any provision of
the Traffic Act arisingz from the occurrence
of an accident involving any vehicle or

animal, no statement made subsequent to
the accident to a police officer or traffic
Inspector concerning the accident or any
of the clrcwnstances shall be admissible
as evidence in any court unless the court
is satisfied, firstly, that the statement was
made freely and voluntarily and, secondly,
that the person making the statement was
first informed by the police officer or
traffic inspector that he was not obliged
to make a statement but that, if he did,
It might be used in evidence.

The first point to note is that the Bill
proposes to alter the law of evidence and
only in respect of occurences that arise
out of traffic accidents. The law of evi-
dence already covens a statement made
freely and voluntarily, and so I can see no
good reason for that provision. It is the
law of the land at present.

Mr. Styants: In what statute is that
to be foundP

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is not
in a statute; half of the law Is not con-
tained in any statute. The law consists
of the law of the land and statute law
and they are equally enforceable and
equally observed. The hon. member may
read that in Haisbury or any other auth-
ority on the law of evidence.

The second point is that a person, be-
fore making a statement, must be cau-
tioned. I do not think that would be a
wise provision. Firstly, it is much too
general and, secondly, it would apply to
comparatively minor traffic offences but
would not apply where the penalty was
20 years' imprisonment or more. Such a
position, obviously, would be ridiculous. if
it is thought advisable to adopt such a
provision, surely it should apply to all
offences and not merely to traffic cases!
A man might be arraigned for trial on a
charge of manslaughter arising out of a
traffi accident and any person being
questioned would have to be cautioned,
but If it were a charge of man-
slaughter arising out of any other
occurrence, he would not have to be
cautioned. To adopt such a proposal
would create an anomaly in the law
of evidence that would not be justified.
The existing law has been laid down by
the High Court of Australia in the case
of Rough v. Ah Sam, 1912, 15 Common-
wealth Law Reports, at page 452, and the
headnote to the case is-

There Is no rule that answers given
by an accused person to questions put
to him by an officer are prima facie
admissible.

The then Chief Justice of Australia, Mr.
Justice Griffiths, who I think is recog-
nised as one of the ablest lawyers pro-
duced by Australia, In giving judgment
said, Inter alla-

There is nothing in law to prevent
a constable from putting questions to
a prisoner; and whatever the
prisoner says in answ-r may be given
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in evidence against him: unless the
constable has held out some threat
or promise, or made some false repre-
sentation to the prisoner before ques-
tioning hint The prudence or pro-
priety of putting such questions Is
another matter. Some very eminent
judges have censured the practice, as
an attempt to extract from the
prisoner admissions which may en-
sure his conviction. Other Judges
equally eminent have expressed
opinions quite the other way.

For my own part, looking to the
true ends of justice-the conviction
of the guilty and the protection of
society-I cannot see in the practice
anything inconsistent with the duty
of a constable or unfair to the pri-
soner . . . Such questions as these
may, in my opinion, be properly put,
and it is possible that the prisoner's
answers may remove the suspicion on
which he has been arrested and lead
to his speedy liberation. I do not
say that such questions may not be
carried to an improper length, but in
law It does not affect the admissibility
of the prisoner's answers, provided
nothing has been done to entrap or
mislead him.

Exactly the same words might be used
with equal applicability to this Bill be-
cause the object of questioning is to en-
sure the conviction, if necessary, of any-
one guilty of a breach of the Traffic
Act: and, secondly, to ensure the protec-
tion of the public. I see no objection to
that being achieved by questioning those
concerned as soon as possible. I point
out that a statement is anything said by
any person. The words used in the Bill
do not mean a written statement but any-
thing said by any person in any way in-
volved in or connected with the occur-
rence. The words used are "by any per-
son." The provision applies not only to
those who may have been in a vehicle
involved in an accident or persons actu-
ally responsible In any way, but to any
person. That is to say, a Person who
happened to see the accident could not
be questioned without being formally
cautioned. That is taking the matter
much too far.

Although there Is no rule of law dealing
with the questioning of persons who may
be subsequently charged, the judges of
England some time ago laid down rules
which they thought should be observed by
police officers and the principal of such
rules are these-

When a police officer is endeavour-
ing to discover the author of a crime,
there is no objection to his putting
questions In respect thereof to any
person or persons, whether suspected
or not, from whom he thinks that use-
ful information can be obtained.

Whenever a police officer has made
up his mind to charge a person with
a crime he should first caution such
person before asking him any ques-
tions, or any further questions, as the
case may be.

Persons in custody should not be
questioned without the usual caution
being first administered.

If the prisoner wishes to volunteer
any statement, the usual caution
should be administered.

A statement made by a prisoner be-
fore there is time to caution him Is
not rendered inadmissible in evidence
merely by reason of no caution having
been given;, but in such a case he
should be cautioned as soon as pos-
sible.

Any statement made in accordance
with the above rules should, whenever
possible, be taken down in writing and
signed by the person making it after
It has been read to him and he has
been Invited to make any correctiomg
he may wish. (Archbolds Criminal
Pleadings, etc., 32nd Ed. page 394.)

It has been the custom in Western Aus- -
tralia for the Police Force to observe,.
Judges' rules and this can be achieved Wr
administrative action. The Commissioner-
can give to police officers what Instruc-
tions he thinks are wise, relating to the
questioning of' persons they feel may be
guilty of some offence. The obvious in-
tention of questioning a person is to ascer-
tain whether any offence has been com-
mitted, how it arose and by whom it was
committed. I think-and the Coimnis-
sioner thinks-that If this Bill were passed,
It would be difficult for the police to make
their investigations and obtain the neces-
sary information as soon as possible.
Judges have many times pointed out that
It Is of great advantage to obtain informa-
tion about any occurrence as soon as pos-
sible after It has occurred, when the events
are fresh in the memory of any person who'
Is giving evidence, and his memory, where
possible, should be reinforced by any state-
ment taken at the time of the occurrence
or as soon as possible thereafter.

Mon. E. Nulsen: Do you think that by
the police being given extra Power they
would become more arrogant?

The ATTORNEY GENERJAL: We are
not asking for them to be given extra
power.

Hon. E. Nulsen: You are going to give
them more facilities.

The ATTORNEY GENERA4L: No- The
purpose of the Bill is to take them away.

Mr. StYants: Nothing of the kind.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That may

not be the purpose of the Bill but It is
certainly the effect.
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Hon. E. Nulsen: It is to take more power
away from the police?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The put-
pose of the Bill is to provide that before
the police can question anyone who saw
a motor accident they have to say. "Did
you see the accident? Before you reply
I have to warn you that you do not have
to answer; and if you do, what You say
may be used In evidence against you.t '

Ron. E. Nulsen: That is what they do
now.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, where
It is intended to charge the person, but
-If the Bill becomes law, any witness in the
-street would have to be cautioned, because
under the Bill a statement Is not to be
taken from any person, whether It is in-
tended to charge him or not.

Mr. Lawrence: The Bill does not say
-that.

'The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. it
-does. The actual words are-

No statement made subsequent to
the occurrence of the accident by any
person....

So, before questioning any person-
Mr. Lawrence: You just said the polle

could not question any person.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I did not.

I said that the Bill, if it became law.
would so provide. Members can see the
difficulty that would be involved and the
embarrassment that would occur to a
police officer who was trying to find out
what had happened. Before he asked a
person, "Did. You. see it?", he would have
to warn him, because, if he did not do
that, and the person was in any way in-
volved in the accident, and was later
charged, the statement could not be ad-
mitted.

The member for Kalgoorlie suggested
that a statement given shortly afterwards
might be given hastily and without the
necessary thought being given to what
was being said. If that Is so, there Ise
nothing to prevent a person who feels be
has given a statement that is not quite
accurate from correcting it later and, if
the corrected statement contradicts the
first statement, it is not the duty of the
police to decide which Is right. After all,
the whole object of the proceedings be-
fore the court is to determine the truth,
and it is the court which decides which
statement is true. Surely it is advisable
to give the court the information that was
obtained at the earliest possible moment.

Mr. Lawrence: You said the police
should judge what was right or wrong.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, I did
not.

Mr. Lawrence: Yes, you did.
*The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If I did,

I was wrong. I might have said it, but
It is the duty of the court to determine

the truth. It has been suggested that the
person concerned might be in a state of
collapse, or that he might have suffered
such an injury as to render his removal
to hospital necessary. In such a case, the
pollce are in the hands of the medical
officer, who says whether the person is
in a fit and proper condition to give a
statement and, if he is not, the police do
not get It. That Is the practice and it
is In accordance with the Commissioner's
Instructions.

Mr. Lawrence: What about before the
person gets to hospital?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If he is
badly Injured, the Commissioner's Instruc-
tions are that he is not to be questioned.
These matters can be promptly and pro-
perly attended to by Ministerial action.
If necessary. But these are the Commis-
sioner's Instructions, and he has informed
me so. The Commissioner of Police has
made this statement to me-

I suggest that Justice would be done
on many more occasions by that pro-
cedure than contrariwise. Many more
persons would be brought before the
Court charged with offences simply
because all the facts could not be ob-
tamned upon which the police would
determine whether a charge was justi-
fied or not. Alternatively, many per-
sons may go free, notwithstanding
their culpability, merely because the
police would be obliged, in effect, to
tell them to " keep their mouths shut."

If that rule were made law many
offenders, including those who com-
mitted crimes and misdemeanours,
would not be brought to justice

Mr. Styants: They have not got to make
a statement now, so this has no value
at all.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is
so, but the point is that the police are
entitled to ask questions of those con-
cerned in an accident, and those who they
think are able to give information. That
has always been the procedure. I suggest
that for the police to have to caution
everyone they -wanted to question, would
bring the proceedings to a farce.

Mr. Styants: We could alter that In
Committee if we agreed to the principle.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, but
at the moment the Commissioner's in-
structions are that when the police pro-
pose charging a person they do not ques-
tion him any further but, until they get
to the basis of the occurrence, they do
not know who has committed the offence.

Mr. Styants: And they make up their
minds to charge the person four or five
months later.

The KTTORNEY GENERAL: Not neces-
sarily; but very often they do make up
their minds later. But that occurs with
any offence. It would be foolish in con-
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nection with the rules of evidence to
select certain offences under a particular
Act and to Provide special laws of evi-
dence for them. I oppose the Eil.

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorie-in reply)
[5.28]: 1 had hoped the Bill would be dis-
cussed by other members because one
never knows when any one of them may
be the principal involved in a motor acci-
dent. The Minister has quoted a lot about
common law. Earlier in the session. I
asked him some questions on the subject,
and the first two were-

(1) Do police officers, when taking
statements from principals who have
been involved in traffic accidents, give
the customary warning that anything
contained in such statement may be
used in evidence against them?

(2) Is this provided for in the Traffic
or any other Act?

The Minister replied-
(1) Yes, when the police officer has

made up his mind to arrest or to
prosecute.

(2) No.
The answer to the first question, as to
whether the police do give the customary
warning when taking statements from
principals who have been Involved In acci-
dents, was, "Yes, when the police officer
has made 'up his mind to arrest or Prose-
cute," but the Minister knows that often
takes anything up to six months. Within
the last three months there has been a
case in which action was taken 14 months
after the accident. Would the Minister
remember the details of something he did
five months ago?

The Attorney General: That is the very
reason for taking the statement imme-
diately.

Mr. STYANTS: The police have an army
of clerks to record such matters and they
record in detail what Is told to them. I1
have no objection to any person freely and
voluntarily giving a statement to the
police. The Minister knows that the Police
have no power to demand a statement,
though they frequently do obtain a state-
ment from a person who is distraught.

The Attorney General: That is not cor-
rect. It is against the Commissioner's
orders.

Mr. STYAlqTS: Does the Minister think
that even a cool, calm and collected Per-
son like himself would be normal after
having been involved in a traffic accident?

The Attorney General: I would probably
tell the truth.

Mr. STYANTS: The Minister would
probably be very upset. I know of a case
where an elderly lady, having been In-
volved in- an accident, was so distraught

that the ambulance man who came to
take the injured to hospital took her along
also and she was kept for some hours in
the observation ward.

The Attorney General: The doctor would
not let her give a statement.

Mr. STYANTS: The doctor would not
be at the Point of the accident, but the
Police would be. Does the Minister think
the Police would be Justified in taking a
statement from a Person who was in that
condition? When persons are involved in
an accident--perhaps a collision between
vehicles where great damage has been
done, and even involving the maim-
Ing or death of some individual-
it is obvious that they would not
be their normal selves. I would have
liked the Bill to go further and prevent
the Police taking statements on the spot,but It does not seek to do that. If the
House agrees to the principle that the
Police should inform the driver of a vehicle
concerned in an accident that he is under
no obligation to make a statement, and
that if he does so anything contained in
it may be used later In evidence--not
necessarily against him, because it might
be in his favour-we will have accoma-
plished something. I know that some of
the Police, when approaching the prin-
cipals in an accident--either at the scene
or afterwards-give them clearly to under-
stand what the law is. Despite what the
Minister may say, the law prQvlees that
the Police cannot demand a statement or
answers to questions--

The Attorney General: That is so.
Mr. STrAiN's: I want to make it

impossible for the Police to take a state-
ment from any Person without first warn-
ing him that anything he says may be
used in evidence, and telling him that it
is not compulsory to make a statement.
The Minister Says that the best evidence
is that given on the spot, but I disagree.

The Attorney General: It is the most
accurate.

Mr. STYANTS: That is a remarkable
statement. I do not think one Person ina hundred would agree that evidence given
by a driver of a vehicle that had been
involved In a serious smash would be the
most reliable or best evidence.

The Attorney General: I did not say
that. I said it would be the most ac-
curate.

Mr- STYANTS: I do not agree. Some
people in such circumstances would be
more upset than others, but no one would
be entirely his normal self.

The Attorney General: Would he not
tell the truth when he was upset?

Mr.* STYANTS: He might not realise
what he was saying.

The Attorney General: I cannot have
that.
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Mr. STYANTS: The Minister has lit-
tie knowledge of what a person suffering
from shock would be likely to say, and
he sees no objection to the police obtaining
evidence as to who was responsible for the
accident under those conditions. Of
course it is necessary for the police to
obtain the information as to whether both
drivers are equally culpable or, if not,
which is the more culpable, but I think
that evidence should be obtained under
fair and reasonable conditions. I under-
stand that it is only on rare occasions
that the police get a signed statement
from one or both of the principals in-
volved In an accident, but they do get
statements which are admitted as evidence
in law, whether signed or not.

The Attorney General: Where It is a
formal statement the Police always get it
slgned. It Is read over and signed.

Mr. STYANTS: The police have the
right to question the person or persons
concerned, but such persons have a perfect
right to refuse to give any information
except as to their names. and addresses
and, if necessary, to produce their driving
licenses. The Royal Automobile Club Is
in favour of the proposal contained in the
Bill, because it will remove many of the
things to which they object and will be in
line with their Injunction to members of
the organisation that, in the event of their
being involved in a serious accident they
should not make a statement until such
time as they have consulted their soli-
citors.

The average motorist, however, does not
realise that and seven out of 10 are under
the impression that whether it be at the
scene of the accident, at their homes, in
hospital or elsewhere--even If It Is two
or three days later-they are compelled
to make a statement. I have no ob-
jection to a man making a6 statement pro-
vided the police give him clearly to under-
stand that he Is under no obligation to
make It; that the statement is made freely
and voluntarily and that anything which
a man says may be used as evidence
afterwards. There is no intention on my
part to endeavour to hamstring the Police
in their endeavours to sheet home their
guilt to those who break the traffic regu-
lations. Despite what the Minister Says.
the obvious reason for the police question-
ing a person, either at the scene of the
accident or afterwards, is to find out who
was the guilty party in connection with
the accident.

I have no objection to that because it
is absolutely necessary and, so long as
the precautions provided In the Bill are
taken, I do not object to the police mak-
ing inquiries. However, I strongly object
to a person who might be charged with
a serious offence, or maybe a minor of-
fence. as the result of an accident, giving
a statement to the police under what might
be correctly termed "duress" and then
having the statement used as evidence

against him. Most people are of the
opinion that they must give statements
to the police whereas under law that is
not so. The police, after having taken
statements from persons who are either
distraught or excited, take the reports
back to the Police station where an army
of clerks tabulate them. Months after-
wards, if the police decide to proceed
against them, they use the statements as
evidence,

I hope the House 'will agree to the prin-
ciple Involved in the Bill. I admit that
through an oversight It has been worded
in such a way that a bystander may be
involved and would have to be cautioned.
But In my introductory remarks I made
It clear that the Bill was intended to
apply only to the principals Involved In
accidents. There Is already a provision
In the Traffic Act that any bystander
may be regarded as having committed an
off ence If he refuses to give his name
and address to a constable who Is inter-
rogating him.

I do not want the provisions in this
measure to apply to a bystander, so if the
House agrees to the Bill I will, in Commit-
tee, be prepared to move an amendment
to strike out that objection and thus leave
the provisions in the Bill to apply only
to the drivers of the vehicles concerned.
The principle in the Bill is simply that
In the event of a police constable or a
traffic inspector approaching one of the
drivers involved in a motor accident he
shall make It clear to the person from
whom the statement is to be taken that
he Is under no Obligation in connection
with it, and that if he makes a statement
anything contained in It may be used in
evidence afterwards,

Question put and a division taken with
the following result-.-

Ayes .... .... .... s3

Majority for

Aye.
Ur. Ackland Mr. M.'
Mr. Baoeu Mr. Na
Mr. Brady Mr. Ne
Mr. Butcher Mr. Ni
Mr. Grahamn Mr. 0'
Mr. Grayden Mr. 01
Mr. Griffit Mr. 01
Mr. Guthfle Mr. Pe
Mr. Hawke Mr.m
Mr. J. Bouncy Mr.fl
Mr. W. Hegney Mr. Be
Mr. Hoar Mr. 81'
Mr. JOhcnsn Mr. S
Mr. Lawrence Mr. T
Mr. Mann Mr. Ye
Mr. May Mr. Ke
Mr. MicCulloch

Noes.
Mr. Abbott Mr. N
Mr. Brand Mr. Tit
Dame P. Cardeli-Ollver Mr. To
Mr. Doney Mr. wa
Mr. Heartean Wr. WI
Mr. Hill Mr. Ma
Mr. MoLarty
Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.
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In Committee.
Mr. Perkins in the Chair; Mr. StYants

in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-New Section 32A added:
Mr. STYANTS: I realise the validity of

the point raised by the Minister In regard
to the inclusion of the words "any person"
in line 6 of the proposed new section. It
was not my Intention in the first place to
have the clause applied to any person who,
as the Minister pointed out, may be a
bystander, but rather to the two drivers
most concerned in an accident or to the
driver of one vehicle In the event of his
having an accident through striking an
animal, for instance. I therefore move
an amendment-

That in line 6 of paragraph (1) of
proposed new Section 32A the words
"any person" be struck out and the
words "a driver of a vehicle Involved"
inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1952-53.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 12th Novem-
ber on the Treasurer's Financial State-
ment and on the Annual Estimates; Mr.
Perkcins in the Chair.

Vote-Legislative Council, £E5,702.

HO0N. J. B. SLEE1WAN (Fremantle)
(5.55]:- I have been perusing a news-
paper report of the fifth general confer-
ence of L.C.L_ delegates, which is dated
Tuesday, '7th October, 1952. and it seems
to mec that its members, in view of their
requests, are gluttons and hard to please.
Not only this State Government, but also
the Commonwealth Government has been
very good to them.

The Premier: This Government has
been very good to everyone.

Hon. j. B. SLEEMAN: No, it has not
been good to a lot of people, but it h"i
been good to Its own.

The Premier: Who are its own?
Ron. J. B. SLEEMAN: I1 think the

L.C.L. delegates should realise that the
State Government and the Common-
wealth Government have been most good
to their own Supporters. For Instance, in
the Commonwealth sphere we have had
the scandals involving AMNA., Glen Davis,
the Commonwealth Shipping S e rvice
the C.O.R.. and many others too numerous
to mr'ntion. T think the Premier wil
agree wi th mo n that.

The Premier: 1No.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: They are always
financing their wealthy supporters. I
have a cutting here which reads-

A.N.A. Aid T-.A. Loss.
Canberra. Sat.: Government-owned

T.A.A. which has operated at a profit
during the past 2 years, may go Into
the red next Year-

You know what that means, Mr. Chair-
Man!

-as a result of "rationalisation" of
services worked out by the Govern-
ment to help A.N.A.

The A.N.A., of course, Is a friend of the
Commonwealth Government. It would be
interesting to know who are the share-
holders of that company. Continuing-

Under a new scheme which gives
A.N.A. financial assistance from the
Government1 a guaranteed share of
Government business and planned co-
ordination of services with T.A.A.,
T.A.A. may show a deficit of £500,000
in 1952-53.

So one can see how good the Common-
wealth Government has been to Its friends
and yet the delegates at the L.C.L. con-
ference complained that the Government
is not looking after Its own, even though
it is going to turn the T.A-A. profit into
a loss of £500,000 for this financial year.
I think they are pretty hard to please if
they want more than that done for them.
They might just as well ask the Commnon-
wealth Government to finance some of
their friends to operate another postal ser-
vice. What a glorious thing that would
be for them! At the conference the dele-
gates also said that the Rents and Tenan-
cies (Emergency Provisions) Act was
"dynamite." AUl I know is that It would
have been dynamite if the amending Bill
had not gone through. According to the
report, the delegates also had a bit to say
about the Labour Party. That part of
the report reads-

The Labour Party, It was said, did
not hesitate to bring forward legisla-
tion for its own class.

Why, then, should Government
members fail to look after their own
people?

Was the Idea this year that the
Legislative Council should again save
the Government by throwing the Bill
out?

Mr. Abbott said that the Govern-
ment was very sympathetic but the
question was one which demanded
compromise.

The Government quietened its supporters
a bit so that nothing more would be Maid
outside. One can easily see, therefore, that
It is doing quite a lot for Its own sup-
porters and even more than the Labour
supporters would expect of a Labour Gov-
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ernuient. The State Government does
quite a deal for its friends. You will
remember. Mr. Chairman, the subsidy on
super because we had quite a number of
debates raising objection to its cartage by
road instead of by rail. Of course It was
a good thing that the Grants Commission
took notice of the position and, as a re-
sult, that road subsidy has been wiped out.
The Commission is visiting this State
again and I hope there will be nothing
else to attract its attention. Nevertheless,
I thoroughly approve of its action in re-
commending that the payment of a sub-
sidy for the cartage of super by road be
discontinued. We then had the case of
the Black Diamond leases.

The Premier: That Is ancient history.

Ron. J. B. SLEEMAN: I have here a
pamphlet issued by my Leader of a speech
he made in 1948. A lot of Government
supporters have been saying that the Gov-
erment has not done as much for them
as the Labour Fatty has done for its sup-
porters, so it might be as well for me to
quote from this pamphlet to show the
Committee that the Government has cer-
tainly looked after its supporters. I have
no doubt the Premier would like to forget
this matter.

The Premier: I thought it was finished
with.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: In 1945, the Gov-
ernment of the day brought down the
State Electricity Commission Act, under
which the Commission was given power
to resume land for its own purposes. I
will now quote extracts from the pamph-
let, the first of which reads--

It will therefore be abundantly clear
that Parliament gave to the State
Electricity Commission, in the pro-
visions of the State Electricity Com-
mission Act, full legal authority to
operate coalnines for the production
of coal and, if necessary, also for the
sale of the coal. In addition, the Act
gave to the Commission full legal
authority to resume land, including
land which might contain coalmines
or other mineral deposits.

That was for the benefit of the State and
had nothing to do with the supporters of
any particular Government. After the
present Government came Into power-and
it had not been in power very long-a
decision was finally made that the land
comprising the Black Diamond coal leases
would be most suitable, and steps were
taken to enable the Commission to come
into possession of those leases and the land
contained in themn. The pamphlet con-
tinues-

Subsequently, the Commn~ission pro-
ceedad with a programme for the test-
ing of the land in question by put-
ting down bores to ascertain where

the best deposits of coal were to be
found and the varying depths at which
they might be reached. I believe that
in all about 40 bores were put down
at a cost to the Commission, and
through it to the Government, of op-
Proximately £2,660. Those boring
operations were carried on at least
until the end of 1947.

The pamphlet then goes on to point out
that--

On page 52 of the same file, Mr.
flumes, in a minute, expresses the
Commission's regret regarding the
latest decision of Cabinet and, at a
meeting of the Commission held on
the 15th April, only a few days after
Cabinet had made that latest decision,
the Chairman read the Cabinet minute
to members of the Commission.
Thereupon the Commissioners ex-
pressed their profound dismay at the
proposed action by the Government.

My Leader goes on to say In his pamphlet-
The Commissioners unanimously

expressed dissatisfaction with this
proposal. Thus the Commission re-
ceived with profound dismay, as well
it might, the Government's decision
to hand all this land back to the comn-
panly.

Further on in the pamphlet we have the
following:-

Mr. Downing told the Attorney
General that his company was pre-
pared to agree to the following major
points:-

1. Black Diamond leases to be re-
turned to the company.

2. No compensation to be claimed
by company covering resumption of
leases by the State Electricity Com-
mission.

3. The company would take im-
mediate steps to develop an open-
cut on the leases for the produc-
tion of coal.

So we find the Government Is doing pretty
well for its supporters. Later in the
pamphlet we find from the minutes of the
Commission subsequent to that date-

That Mr. Dumas's approval was
given under duress, as it were, be-
cause at a meeting of the Commis-
sion held on the 19th August, 1948
-five days after Mr. Dumnas had ap-
proved of the agreempent-he reported
that negotiations for the purchase of
coal by the Government had been pro-
ceeding between a member of the
Government, Mr. Raynor, represent-
ing the Railway Department, himself
representing the Commission, and a
representative of Amalgamated Col-
lienies.
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On the 19th August, we find a report of
the further proceedings of this meeting
of the Commission, which reads-

The Commission again recorded
their regret at the Commission hav-
ing been compelled by Government
direction to enter into an arrange-
ment for the purchase of coal which
was entirely devoid of business prin-
ciples in that no tender or quote was
obtained to ensure that the coal would
be stripped and won at the lowest
possible cost; also that the work was
being carried out on a double cost-
plus system under the Commission
and other purchasers had no means
of protecting themselves. Further-
more, the Commission had never been
consulted regarding the methods to
be used by the company in work-
ing the Black Diamond open-cut.

I will now refer to what Mr. Gibson and
Mr. Waulwork had to say in their report.
It is as follows-

All unworked coalmines or coal de-
posits should remain vested, or be re-
vested in the State.

On page 83 of State Electricity File 7/7/3,
there is an extract from the minutes of
a meeting of the Commission on the 19th
August, 1948, which reads--

The Commission desires it to be
placed on record that it was never
consulted regarding the method of
working the Black Diamond open-cut.

So we can see that this Government is
running true to form and is certainly look-
ing after its friends:, it is very consistent
in that. Whether It be the Commonwealth
Government or the State Government. one
can always depend on them to be there
to look after their friends.

I would now like to say a few words
on behalf of the people in the Fremantle
Gaol. There Is no doubt that they are
not considered very much, and for a long
time I have been trying to get the At-
torney General to do something for them.
They are certainly entitled to better treat-
ment than they are receiving. I have pre-
viously mentioned that the Canadian sys-
tem has been in operation for a long
time and I have recommended Its adop-
tion here, but the Attorney General is a
hard man to shifft. I have urged him to
adopt that system under which many of
the prisoners are allowed out on parole.
Statistics show that in Canada only two
per cent. of the prisoners on parole ever
return to the gaol. It would be a very
humane step to adopt in this State in an
attempt to reform some of the better Class
Prisoners. There might be more hope of
doing something for them and making
them better citizens if that system were
adopted than could possibly be accom-
plished by keeping the offenders in gaol.
I again uarge the Attorney General to try
Out the parole system which has been so
Successful in Canada.

I would also draw attention to the posi-
tion of another section of the gaol popu-
lation, namely, those Who have been in-
carcerated because of sexual offences. I
asked some questions the other day on
this subject and was told that 111 per
cent. of the Prisoners In the Fremantle
gaol were there because of sexual offences.
I certainly think something should be
done regarding that phase. What is the
use of putting such people in gaol, keep-
ing them behind closed doors for anything
from two to five years-or whatever the
term of Imprisonment might be-and then
throwing open the doors of the gaol and
letting the offenders loose on the commun-
ity? The present system does them no
good and, in fact, tends to make them
worse. The time has arrived when medi-
cal treatment should be availed of to cure
these offenders of their ailments. I have
talked to various doctors who say that
that should be done. seeing that their
Complaint is more mental than otherwise.

The Premier; Would they not be dan-
gerous people to allow out on Parole?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I am not sug-
gesting that; the Premier has misunder-
stood me. My remarks referred to the
better class of prisoners and I Suggest
that they should be allowed out on parole.
Possibly the superintendent of the gaol
or perhaps a6 committee could select 10 or
20 men among the better type of the
Prisoners who, If allowed out on parole,
would not be dangerous to the community.
They would not be hardened criminals.
They would be guilty of some type of
offence, but certainly they Would not be
men beyond recall. If those men could be
let out under conditions similar to those
obtaining in Canada, we must agree that
our people are just as good as they are
in the Dominion and in that country only
two per Cent. of the released prisoners
lapse into crime again and find their way
back Into prison. I Certainly think we
should try out that system here. I do
not see the use of keeping them in prison.

I am not referring to the sexual
offenders. I realise that they must receive
different treatment. They should be kept
in a home, possibly under lok and key,
where they should be given treatment.
That would give them a chance, and we
could see what we could do for them.
They should not be allowed out to prey
upon people, as happens under the exist-
ing system, We must realise that they
suffer from a disease that must be, cured
by the application of medical science. As
I mentioned Previously, I spoke to Dr.
Hislop about this matter and he says the
time has arrived when something should
be done by giving treatment to these
offenders. I suppose the Minister for
Health is interested in this matter.

The Minister for Health: I would like
to know what treatment you would sug-
gest.
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Hon. J. B. SLEEAkN: I am not a
medical man; I cannot say. What Is the
use of asking me what medical treatment
should be applied to those guilty of sexual
offences? Dr. Hislop could say what he
would suggest, and so could the other
doctors to whom I have spoken. I would
be prepared to take their advice.

The Minister for Health: I would not.
Hon. J. B. SLESM&AN:, I certainly hope

that something will be attempted along
the lines I suggest. The doctors are satis-
fied that some thing could be done for
this section of the community.

Now I will turn to another matter,
namely, the cement scandal. The Govern-
meat has a lot to answer for in that
regard. We want to know something more
of the doling out by the Government of
£34,000 to someone, we do not know whom.
I have been waiting to find out who the
Individuals are, and last week I asked
the Premier some questions on the sub-
ject. He postponed the question last
Thursday and again today. We are quite
Justified in seeking to know who the people
were who were lucky enough to get this
£34,000 out of the cement business. Some-
thing should have been done about It
long ago. I cannot understand why the
Premier has not taken action because I
find that-

on the 3rd May, 1950, the Swan
Portland Cement Co. was advised by
the chairman. State Housing Com-
mission, that by direction of Cabinet
all Goverrnment departments would
draw their cement requirements from
imported stocks held by the Govern-
ment Stores Department, the Instruc-
tion to remain in force until the ad-
ditional plant from Wiluna came into
production; in view of special condi-
tions applying at Mundaring Weir
which required the supply of cement
in bulk containers by rail, it had been
decided to maintain the then present
arrangement at a maximum weekly
draw of 250 tons of bulk tested
cement. The company was also ad-
vised that the Government had agreed
to make a quantity of imported
cement available to industrial users
at a maximum of 200 tons per week
from the 1st May. 1950, and would
review the position subsequently. The
quotas of local cement allocated to
certain industrial users totalling 197
tons per week, were to be withdrawn
by the company.

The industrial users were also ad-
vised by the Housing Commission that
the imported cement would be debited
at the ruling price of the cement
manufactured locally by the Swan
Portland Cement Coy.. and the Gov-
ernment would absorb all extra Cost,
including cartage, etc.

Between the 3rd May, 1950, and the
31st January, 1951-

I want members to take note of that date
and keep it In mind-

when the arrangement was terminated
(a6 period of nine months), the ac-
counts show that 6,1321 tons of im-
ported cement were released to In-
dustrial users, whereas according to
Information obtained from the Public
Works Department, the quantity of
local cement used at Mundaring for
the 11 months from the l1st July,
1950. to the 31st May, 1951, was only
5,702f tons.

The cost of the imported cement
released (including charges paid by
the Government Stores) was £74,321
3s. 9d. for which the accounts show
that £39,561 6s. 6d. was charged to In-
dustrial users. The difference,
£34,759 17s. 3d., was charged by the
Public Works Department in 1950-51
against the Loan Flund Item No. 23,
Goldfields Water Supply, under the
departmental authority - "Raising
Wall of Mundaring Weir."

The charge to this Loan item has
not been passed by the Audit Office.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 P.m.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I shall complete
my quotation from the Auditor General's
report as follows:-

it is considered that the amount of
£34,759 17s. 3d., being the difference
between the cost of the imported
cement released and the price charged
to the Industrial users, should have
been met from a specific expenditure
item created for the purpose and to
be submitted to Parliament for ap-
propriation.

I wish to draw attention to the fact that
the Auditor General, who is the servant
of Parliament and not of the Government,
has told the Government in no uncertain
terms that this amount should have been
met from a specific expenditure Item
created for the purpose and to be sub-
mitted to Parliament for appropriation.
Quite some time has elapsed since the
Auditor General reported to that effect
and yet this has not been done. After
the report was printed and the member
for Melville drew the attention of the Gov-
ernment to the matter, still nothing was
done.

Then I made a speech and drew atten-
tion to the matter and still nothing was
done. However, the Premier rushed into
print--we got him into print even if we
were not successful in any other way-
and a statement was published on the fol-
[owing morning. The Premier did not like
the reference to his being worse than Ned
lKelly. I think apologies are really due
to Ned Kelly because he merely robbed
people who were well-to-do. The Pre-
mier, in his statement, Maid that I had ex-
hibited a complete ignorance of the post-
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tion. Let us see! In spite of my so-
called ignorance, I know that the Govern-
ment must carry on the affairs of the
country In accordance with the laws of
the land and It has not done so. It has
allowed the Crown to become party to an
unlawful and illegal act. The Premier
also had this to say-

There could be no question of mis-
appropriation of funds; nor was there
any suggestion that a subsidy was
paid from Loan Funds.

I do not agree with that. There certainly
was an indication that the money was
paid from Loan Funds. Then the Pre-
mier tried to get out of It In this way-

The query was due to the fact that
the Auditor General's investigation re-
lated only to the period to June. 1950.

That is not true. The report stated that
the period extended to the end of Janu-
ary. 1051, so what is the use of the Pre-
mier's putting that sort of stuff over us?
if he could read 'English, he must have
known that the period extended to Janu-ary, 1951. However, that Is something I
evidently knew that was not known to the
Premier. According to the Press report,
the member for Melville asked-

Was any book-keeping entry made
to put right the charge from Loan
Funds against Mundaring Weir for
340 tons of cement that never went
Into the Weir wall?

The Premier replied-
It was credited to Loan Funds be-

cause that was the correct procedure.
It was not the correct procedure. The
Premier should know that, and I believe
hie Is aware of it, but that Is the way
he tried to get over the difficulty. I shall
show that It was the Incorrect way, the
unlawful and illegal way, and if Ministers
are not prepared to do anything about it,
I consider the time has arrived when
somebody else should do so. Section 58
of the Audit Act, 1903-4, states:-

(1) It shall not be lawful for the
Treasurer to expend any moneys
standing to the credit of the Gen-
eral Loan Fund, except under the
authority of an Act.

(2) Such Act shall show the nature
of the proposed work or other ob-
ject of the proposed expenditure,
and the amount of the proposed
expenditure in each case and the
total amount proposed to be ex-
pended for such work or object,

The Auditor General works under that
Act. I repeat that he is the servant of
Parliament, the man responsible to Par-
liament, the watchdog for Parliament
and he has pointed out where money has
been wrongfully expended. He has shown
clearly that an Illegal act has been com-
mitted and has stated what should be

done to remedy the fault. The Govern-
ment, however, has decided to defy him
and do nothing, so I repeat that it is
time somebody else took action. The Pre-
mier stated that the Auditor General had
investigated only up to June, 1950, when,
as a matter of fact, we were told In plain
English that he had investigated the whole
period up to the end of January, 1951.

Evidently the Government is not pre-
pared to carry on the administration with-
out involving the Crown in unlawful action.
I tell the Premier now that tomorrow I
intend to get in touch with His Excel-
lency the Governor and ask him to In-
quire into this matter and take proceed-
ings against the Government. His Excel-
lency should tell the Premier to bring
down an item In order that it might be
discussed or "We shall dismiss you.' Mr.
Lang, when Premier of New South Wales,
did an unlawful act and It was not long
before he was dismissed. The Govern-
ment here cannot count on a majority
like that which Mr. Lang had, namely,
55 to 35. Yet the then Governor of New
South Wales, Sir Philip Game said, "Rec-
tify this or out you go." So tomorrow I
intend to get into touch with His Excel-
lency and ask him to ensure that Her
Majesty's Government in this State should
not be placed in the position that has
arisen.

Mr. Yates : What did Mr. Lang do?
Hon. J. B. $LEEMAN: He did an unlaw-

ful act and was bumped out, and that is
what should be done here. I should like to
read what Sir Philip Game said. He
made no bones about It.

Mr. Manning: To which unlawful act
are you referring?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The charging of
these moneys tG*loan funds. Did not the
hon. member hear me read the refer-
ence. If not I shall read it again-

It shall not be lawful for the
Treasurer to expend any money
standing to the credit of the General
Loan Fund, except under the auth-
ority of an Act.

It was stated by the Premier that the
amount had been debited to loan funds
and that that was the correct thing: it
was only a matter of book-keeping. What
a convenient way of keeping books! Let
me read what Sir Philip Game said to
M\r. Lang on the 13th May, 1932-

1 have received the copy of the
circular for which I have asked you.
It appears to me that the terms of
this circular direct, public servants to
commit a direct breach of the law
as set out in Proclamation No. 42 of
1932, publishied in "Commonwealth
Government Gazette" of May 5th,
and the notice issued in accordance
with the last paragraph in the "Com-
monwealth of Australia Gazette" of
May 6th.
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I feel It is my bounden duty to re-
mind you at once that you derive your
authority from His Majesty through
me and I cannot possibly allow the
Crown to be Placed in the position of
breaking the law of the land. I must
ask you therefore to furnish me with
Proof that the instructions in the
circular are within the law, or al-
ternatively to withdraw the circular
at once.

I do not wish to press you unduly
but the matter appears to be of an
urgency which admits no delay, and
I must ask for a definite reply by
11 a.m. tomorrow.

Mr. Lang wrote and said that it was the
decision of Cabinet, made for the benefit
of the State, and could not be withdrawn,
with the result that Sir Philip Game said,
"You are out." and he was out. I am
satisfied that when Sir Charles Gairdner
lnvestkrates this matter and finds that
the Government has involved him in an
unlawful and illegal act, he will say, "Do
the right thing. Bring down an item
so that this can be discussed by Parliament
or I will do the same to you as Sir Philip
Game did to Mr. Lang."

The Premier: Today's funny story!

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: It is not a funny
story. I was expecting the Premier to say,
like one of his colleagues, that it is all
"hooey." But this Is more than "hooey."
The Premier has laughed and bluff ed his
way through long enough. He is not go-
ing to do any longer.

The Premier: I am unperturbed.
Hon. J. B. SLEEM~aN: It will surprise

me if the Governor does not say that the
law will be carried out. irrespective of
McLarty or anybody else.

Mr. Graham: You must have him in
the bag- if you are unperturbed.

Hon. J. B. SIXEMAN: I do not think
anybody is In the bag. I think Sir Charles
will do his job faithfully and well, and
when he is satisfied that there has been an
unlawful act, he will know there is only
one thing to do as the representative of
Her !X'gn : esty and that is to tell them
where they get off, and do the job properly.

Mr. Graham: There will be an election
before Christmas, you think?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Within the next
few days, I think. I will be very much
surprised if there is not. I will leave It
at that. I fancy that after my visit to
His Excellency, the Premier will not be
smiling so much.

The Premier: I hope he will be home
tomorrow.

Mr. Graham: Is he gadding round the
country again?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I want to have
a word about the dredging contract. A
£3,000,000 contract has been let for the

dredging of Cockburn Sound. I think
that it should be dredged and the work
should be done properly, but I am not
sure whether the way in which it is be-
ing undertaken is the correct way. We
have a dredge which cost £500,000 and it
Is laid up at Albany. That dredge should
be used at Cockburn Sound and we should
not have experienced men and a £500,000
boat remaining idle. The Minister for
Works should do something about it.

When the matter was mentioned the
other night, the Premier said he was not
sure whether the "Sir James Mitchell"
was suitable for the work. The dredge
is 1,233 tons and can dredge by cutter
suction or trailer suction. The hopper
capacity is 900 yards and it can dredge
a depth of 45ft. in good material, such
as that at Success and Parmelia Banks.
in one hour. The dredge that is coming
from Newcastle for the Dutch firm is 800
tons. I am not sure about the one coming
from Holland. When the "Sir James
Mitchell" was working at Albany and the
people from the Dutch dredge inspected
it, they said it was much superior to the
one in which they were working. It seems
that the Dutch dredge was good enough
to clean up a nice poultice and go to the
other side.

Apparently Dutch men and boats are to
be employed while ours are idle. Yester-
day, 250 Dutchimen were brought from the
East. I have nothing to say against the
Dutch. They are a good type. Generally
they are fine migrants whom we can
readily welcome to these shores. But
we cannot afford to welcome them at the
cost of our own people, who should have
preference. The same applies to our own
boats. I remember that at the time of the
South African war, Harry Morant write
a poem called, "Butchered to Make a
Dutchmen's Holiday." I do not want our
people to be butchered to make a Dutch-
men's fortune. The work has to be done
and our people and our boats should be
used. I hope the Minister will Inquire
into the matter and see what can be done
about it.

We are continually hearing about the
shortage of money. Whenever we want
anything we are told there is a shortage,
That is even the case with such a6 small
Job as the gravelling of the North Pre-
mantle schoolyard. Money was allocated
last year for this work, but I was told
that it could not be done until the lava-
tories were finished. I waited patiently,
Then the lavatories were completed and
I was told this year that funds were not
available to do the gravelling. When I
asked a question the other night I was
informed that it might be possible to do
the worst patches. So it looks as though
it will be a case of a bucketful here and
a bucketful there. That is not good
e. rv 7.. 1 think lt money is available.
it is being used in other directions. For

e. on the -t'mztes there Is an
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amount of £15,000 for the snakes, monkeys
and skunks at the zoo. There is 215,000
available to keep them, while the children
have to go without and are liable to break
their necks on the North Fremantle
schoolground.

Mr. Yates: You are not against the zoo
being there, are you?

Hon. J. B. SLLEEMAN: I do not know.
A lot of the hon. member's electors are!
When I go over there and have a chat
with some of them they say. "I wish you
could shift the zoo." They do not want
It there, though I do not know whether
the majority want it or not. I can say.
however, that many of them do not, and
I think the member for South Perth knows
that. There was a proposal, and the South
Perth people were at the back of it, that
the zoo should be shifted to Point Walter;
but that has never been done. I object
to £15,000 being spent on snakes, monkeys
and skunks while children go without, and
I hope something will be done to rectify
the position. Let us look after the children
first, because they are the best migrants
we can get, instead of spending all the
money on the zoo.

I notice that because, according to the
Government, there Is a shortage of funds,
it is stretching out Its hands to get a bit
more loot. It is going to impose a tax on
winning bets. That is the last straw-to
tax bets that are illegal. The Government
knows that the operations of bookmakers
on and off the course are illegal. If in-
formation is laid against a bookmaker on
the racecourse, the offence is said not to
be so bad after all and the magistrate
inflicts a fine of one shilling. But if a
man who is betting off the course is taken
to court, he is fined as much as £20 or
£30. The Government proposes to obtain
money by taxing winning bets. I do not
know whether that will be illegal or not.
The legal members of the House mar be
able to form an opinion, but I should say
that taxing something that was Illegal
would not be very constitutional, and it
would be handy to have the position
tested. I do not know whether anyone is
prepared to do that.

The Premier: What do you think we
should tax in order to get money?

Mr. Rodoreda: What do you want more
money for?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I think the
Premier has been the luckiest Premier
that has been on the Treasury bench, be-
cause he has had millions more than any-
one else, but he seems to have neglected
the Places that should have been looked
after, and looked after those that are
not very important.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: And he is get-
ting out at th- right time.

The Premier: He is Rot getting out.
That is great propaganda of yours.

Hon. J. B. SLEEAN: When the
Leader of the Opposition takes over next
year. he will find the cupboard is bare.

The Premier: He will not be taking
over.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Since the Pre-
mier has been in office, he has had mil-
lions of pounds but has not known what
to do with the money. Now be seeks to
tax the winning bettor. I did hear that
in Adelaide a man took a bet of £100 to
£1 after the horses had passed the post.
He won. but when he went to collect his
winnings, instead of getting £101 he re-
ceived £101 less 100 sixpences, so although
he won the bet, he showed a decided loss.

The Premier has not yet explained to
us what his Bill will be. That is how the
arrangement operated in Adelaide a little
while ago, and if that is the sort of
measure the Premier brings dawn I hope
the House will give it the short shrift it
deserves. Winning bets should not be
taxed. The punter has very few wins.
The Premier's proposal will mean that
when he does have a win now and again.
he will have to get rid of some of his
winnings to the Government. The Pre-
mier could get revenue legally from bet-
ting, by legalizing bookmakers, both on
and off the course. I think bookmakers
are entitled to operate both on and off.

The Tur-f Club is taking a fee, illegally,
because it is not legal for anyone to bet
on the course, except on the totalisator.
In the first place, I would bring down a
Bill to legalise bookmakers, and that
would bring in a few shillings to the
Government from the profits the book-
makers make from the poor old punter;
and then I would legalise off-the-course
betting. We will never ston it. The man
at Pinjarra is as much entitled to have a
bet as the man who goes to the Ascot
racecourse That a person Is not pre-
pared to go to the racecourse on Saturday,
is no reason why he should not have a bet.
The best thing the Premier can do is to
bring down a Hill to legalise both on-the-
course and off-the-course bookmakers.
That would be better than bringing down
a measure to tax the poor old punter who
has so very few wins.

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) C 7.63]: 1
want to deal with the position of the
State Tramways in the metropolitan area,
because I feel that both the tramways
and the railways play an Important part
in the finances of the State. If we look
back on our balance sheets we find that
the deficits of the railways closely ap-
proximate the State deficits during the
last five years, apart from the last finan-
cial year, when the disastrous metal trades
strike played havoc with the finances of
the railways. I feel that the poor finan-
cial position of the tramways in the metro-
politan area is due to the handing over
of the passenger traffic to private bus com-
Panies by the Government. sometimes
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openly-blatantly, one might say-and
more often insidiously by the granting of
bus licenses to run on routes so that the
Private buses take traffic from the trains.
This applies to a great extent also to the
Passenger patronage of Whe railways in
the metropolitan area.

The Transport Board, the constitution
of which is well known to the Assembly,
fixes the fares, I understand, for both
Government and private transport ve-
hicles. When we look at some of the dis-
advantages suffered by the tramway sys-
tem, we find there is little wonder that
it is not in a better financial Position
because of the alarming increase in the
falling off in Passenger Journeys in a Year.
I refer first to the differentiation in fares
on the Claremont service. The fare to
the University by trolley-bus is 8d., and
by private enterprise, Od. What Induce-
ment is there to Whe public, particularly
students at the University, to use the Gov-
ernment trolley-bus service when it will
cost them 2d. more than if they use the
Privately-owned systems--and these fares
are mandatory and laid down by the
Transport Board.

I understand the Pioneer and Dalkeith
bus services run special services to pick
up students, and the fare they charge
is Ed. while the rate on the Government-
owned trolley-buses is 8d.-that is the fare
they are compelled by the Transport Board,
the fare-fixing authority, to charge. This
is not the only instance where discrimina-
tion is shown against the Government
tramway system. From Bruce-St., Ned-
lands, to town the relative fares again are
6d and 8d. If the reason is not to get
custom for the Privately-owned vehicles,
then Possibly the Minister will explain
what it is. Prom the West Perth subway
to the city, the fare on the Government
trolley-buses is 6d.. whereas It is only
4d. on the Privately-owned vehicles that
come through there. Again, on the Bays-
water-Bassendean route, I understand
that from Ferguson-st.. Maylands, the
same discrimination is shown inasmuch as
Government vehicles have. to charge a
fare of 8d. while Whe fare fixed for the
Private enterprise vehicles is Od.

It is extraordinary that the Government
can acquiesce in a state of affairs like
this when it must be clearly realised that
the only result can be that the patronage
will leave the Government service and go
over to private enterprise. I am inclined
to think that it is the Policy of the Gov-
ernment to hand over the Government
transport services to Private enterprise. if
not openly, then insidiously, but none the
less effectively. Then we have the South
Perth area where I understand that the
routes and time tables are arranged in
such a Way that the Private bus companies
are unable to cater thoroughly for the re-
quirements of Passengers in the Peak
Periods, with the result that an Indifferent
service is given.

Mr. Yates: There is only Whe Govern-
ment bus service in South Perth.

Mr. STYANTS: I understood that there
were also some privately-owned bus ser-
vices there.

Mr. Yates: No.
Mr. STYALNTS: An indication of what

has occurred of recent date may be seen
in the case of the Claremont district,
where six runs per day have been cut off
during the last six weeks. That has been
brought about largely, as was mentioned
in the general manager's report, by the
lifting of restrictions against private
transport in the matter of picking up and
putting down passengers. It is hard to
understand the falling off of the business
of the Tramway Department to the ex-
tent that has occurred, when we know
that a few years ago the department had
great difficulty in providing sufficient ve-
hicles to cater for the passenger traffic
offering at Peak Periods.

Of course the Present Position is due
to passenger traffic in the metropolitan
area having been handed over, in so many
cases, to private transport companies. To
illustrate the Position that has been
reached I will quote some authentic figures.
The Tramway Department has a total
of 128 petrol and diesel buses, but of
that number only 81 are used during peak
Periods. The department has '75 trolley-
buses and 15 more are on order, but out
of that total of 90 only 44 or less than
50 per cent, are required at peak periods
to shift the number of passengers offering
on those routes. There are 53 tramears
available to the department and of those
only 43 are used during peak periods.

Unless the Premier or the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Transport can give
members some definite information on
and reasons for that falling off, the only
conclusion that can be arrived at is that
the passenger traffic formerly carried by
the Tramway Department has been
handed over, to a great extent, to Privately
owned transport systems. I recollect
reading in the Press that an undertaking
had been given by the Minister to the
Tramways Union that, if the men would
not persist in their objection to the one-
man bus system on the Victoria Park
route, no employees would be retrenched
because of the institution of that system.
Despite that promise I am informed by the
union that at least 15 of its men have
been retrenched owing to the inaugura-
tion of that system, so it looks as though
the Minister has repudiated an agreement
or broken a promise with regard to the
employment of those men. From my own
observations I believe that almost every
thing possible has been done to discourage
the public from using Government owned
transport in the metropolitan area.

The railway station at Bayswater was
one of the metropolitan stations that
showed quite a good financial return, but
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three of four years ago the Government
decided to permit a privately-owned bus
to run under the subway near Bayswater,
with the result that there was a falling off
in the number of passengers using that
station. I think the Railway Department
spent in the vicinity of £10,000 on the
building of a station at Meitham. and just
prior to that work being completed the
Government authorised a bus route in
that vicinity, thus taking away a consider-
able portion of what would have been the
rail passenger traffic from that station.
The bus runs right past the station, in
direct competition with the railways. I
understand that the Manning Park service.
which is State-owned, Is most unsuitable.

Mr. Griffith: What Is wrong with it?
Mr. STYANTS: If the hon. member

was in touch with the opinion of people in
that portion of his electorate he would
know that that service is not giving satis-
faction.

Mr. Griffith: I am in touch with my
constituents, all right.

Mr. STYAI4TS: I will deal briefly with
the history of the State tramnways. As
members know, the tramway service was
once privately-owned by a London com-
pany known as the Perth Electric Tram-
ways. As far back as 1910 there was
a newspaper controversy as to whether the
Government should take over the owner-
ship of the transport system in the metro-
politan area. I will quote briefly from the
"Sunday Times" of the 28th August, 1910,
and I might mention that that paper
was the first in Western Australia to sug-
gest that the tramway system should be
natlonalised-which, of course, was evenitu-
ally done. That article stated-

One aspect of this tramway curse
stands out prominently and that is
the absolute Insanity of the municipal
councils of the day who bartered away
the rights and Interests of the citi-
zens. it was worse than folly. With
their eyes open to the evils of private
ownership of public utilities they
granted a concession which has come
to be a terrible tax on the public and
an employee-sweating concern of the
worst description. This London
owned concern uses the city thorough-
fares, and charges the citizens three
times as much as the State-owned
tramaways of Sydney. It has bled the
public rapaciously, because It has no
conscience and no opposition. It has
no consideration for anyone but its
shareholders and the augmentation of
dividends.

This is another extract from the "Sunday
Times" of the 3rd July, 1910-

For the first time in ten years the
opportunity has arrived to win back
for the people aL valuable right that
the fool-councils should never have1,!cen ailowrd to part with, and the

only authority that has the Intent, and
the money, the only authority that
can be trusted to act promptly and
decisively to run the concerns in the
interest of the whole People, Is the
Government.

Then follows another extract from the
same article--

As it is, a financially embarrassed
company, a justly indignant staff, and
the ever-present fear of a stoppage
of traffic form an incessant menace
to the security and progress of Perth,
and the Government will be falling
In its duty if it doesn't take the initia-
tive in terminating the intolerable
position, by adopting the only speedy
and practicable method by which it
can be terminated-the nationalisa-
dion of the tramways.

So members can see that the question
of the nationalization of the tramways
was an issue as far back as 1910. Although
the trains are now State-owned I will
Quote figures later on to show that under
the regime of the present Government the
number of passengers carried over 12
months has dropped by approximately
12,000,000: the only three years when the
service failed to show a profit over work-
Ing expenses were during the administra-
tion of the department by this Govern-
ment. Mr. Daglish, M.LA. took action
in, regard to this nationallsation of the
tramway system and a portion of the letter
he wrote the Town Clerks of Perth,
Subiaco, Leederville, North Perth and Vic-
toria Park, and the Secretary of the Perth
Road Board, reads as follows-

I am sure it Is unnecessary for me
to point out to Your Council the ad-
vantages which would follow from
public ownership of this important
public service.

Also on the question of nationalisation, a
meeting was held-a largely attended one,
too-and the Premier, Sir Newton Moore
was approached. The extract I wish to
quote reads as follows:-

Mr. Scaddan said that it had been
arranged that a second resolution
should be submitted to the meeting,
but the Mayor has ruled that it would
be inadvisable to do so at that stage.
That second resolution was-

"That this meeting considers
that the tramway system of Perth
and suburbs should be nationall-
sed."'

There are a number of extracts from
"The Sunday Times" and "The West Aus-
tralian" that I would like to read if I
had the time. Those newspapers were
5trongiy In favour of the nationalisation
-f the tramway system It is interesting
") quote, as a comparison, from a report
,n the transport system in Victoria. Sir
Tustace Missenden, Chairman of the Exe-

t~ve, Br ",sh Railways, was asked by the
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Victorian Government to report upon the
metropolitan transport system, and, in
regard to the desirability of having a
nationaised metropolitan transport. sys-
tern, he has this to say-

The high capital cost of first class
transport equipment and its annual
maintenance can only be met by a
transport system secure of its reve-
nue, and regulated to ensure that
each kind of transport is working to
capacity on tasks most suitable to it.
For this, a central authority is es-
sentital.

With the latter portion I agree entirely;
it requires a central authority to control
the metropolitan transport system. An-
other portion of the report reads as
follows:-

Mr. Frank Pick was, by common
consent, the operating genius of Lon-
don's transport, and one of the
world's greatest authorities. I com-
mend to the citizens of Melbourne the
following extracts from his memor-
able address:-

The Board enjoys a monopoly
of public passenger transport
either directly or. through the
Standing Joint Committee, jointly
with the main line railway com-
panies. There is no need to flinch
from using the expression. All
its evil connotations are swept
away. It is a monopoly in the
provision of service, not in the
pursuit of profits. Its founda-
tion is liberality, not restriction.
In 1933-4 the car miles run by the
Board in the public service were
515 millions or 55 per head of
the population: in 1937-8 they
were 567 millions or 58 per head
of the population and, what Is
more, the car miles of 1937-8
were far better distributed and
disposed to meet the public re-
quirements because the disturb-
ing factors of competition and
profit seeking had been elimi-
nated.

I now wish to quote from the report of
the Government Tramways and Ferries
Department and that report shows an
alarming decrease in the number of pas-
sengers carried. In 1944, which was the
peak year, approximately 55,000,000 pas-
sengers were cardied and in 1951 approxi-
mately 42.000,000 passengers were carried,
showing a decline of approximately
13,000,000.

Mr. J. Hegney: Notwithstanding a
fairly big increase in the population.

Mr. STYANTS: That is so. Our
population is increasing and had the
traffic resulting from this increased popu-
lation been available to our own systems.
instead of to the Private transport people,
far different results would have been
'achieved. The manipulation and rigging

that have taken place to the disadvantage
of our tramway system, and the fact that
Private buses have been permitted to rn
either Parallel with or in close proximity
to the Government services, has brought
about this alarming decline in the number
of passengers carried with, of course, an
alarming decrease in revenue available to
the department. The manager's report,
in connection with that item, states-

The decline in passengers carried
since 1948 is due to:-

(a) Ever-increasing number of
private motor vehicles and
lifting of petrol restrictions.

(b) Public walking short dis-
tances in preference to meet-
ing increased fares.

(c) Suspension of "picking up"
and "setting down" restric-
tion which applied to private
bus companies.

In 1944, which was the peak year, the
number of passenger journeys undertaken
was 54,669,322 and in 1961 that number
dropped to 42,201,468. Let us analyse
some of the reasons put forward by the
manager of the Tramway Department for
this alarming decrease and see whether
we can agree with or differ from them.
The first was--

Ever increasing number of private
motor vehicles and lifting of petrol re-
strictions.

We know that that definitely did have a
great effect because during the war petrol
rationing was in force and owners of
vehicles could not use them extensively for
travelling to and from their place of em-
ployment. Mr. Napier's second reason
was.-

Public walking short distances in
preference to meeting increased fares.

As to that. I believe the Tramway De-
partment has adopted a suicidal policy.
At one time, passengers disembarking
from the ferry at the foot of Barrack-st.,
could travel by tram as far as Roe-st.
for id. but now they pay 4d. on a week-
day and 5d. on a holiday over the same
route. Therefore, it is no wonder that
a woman getting off the ferry at the
foot of Barrack-st. and who desires to go
as far as Murray-st. decides to walk in
preference to paying the exorbitant fee of
4d. The result is that the trains are
running empty or only partly filled or, I
should say filled only to a limited extent.
That may be the Government's policy as
to operating the Government tramway
service. However, my opinion is that it
was created and should be used to convey
people to and from the places they desire
to reach and also to Increase the State
revenue.

The same applies to the short route in
central Hay-st. At one time a person
could travel from Pier-st. to Milligan-st.
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for Id., but the fare is now 4d. on a week-
day and 5d. on a holiday. One has only to
observe the few passengers that patronise
the trains over those routes to realise how
suicidal the Government's policy has been
to raise these fares by 300 per cent. I
agree entirely with the observations made
by the manager of the Government Tram-
way Department, who evidently is not in
favour of this policy. Possibly, these
fares have been set by the Transport
Board. The other reason put forward by
the manager of the Tramway Department
was-

Suspension of "picking-up" and
"setting-down' restriction which ap-
plied to private bus companies.

That, is my opinion, has had a detrimental
effect on the revenue of the Tramway De-
partment. I am told that on the Swan-
bourne route six years ago, four trolley-
buses were running as against one Metro
bus, but today the position is reversed:
there are four Metro buses running com-
pared with one Government trolley-bus.
Also, instead of a five-minute trolley-bus
service, as it was in 1946, it was whittled
down to a six-minute service, then an
eight-inute service, and today it is only
a ten-minute service. Further, companies
other than the Metro Bus Company are
permitted to pick up and set down pas-
sengers in competition with the Govern-
ment vehicles. This was brought about as
a result of agitation raised in Nedlands
some years ago.

The Government inserted the thin edge
of the wedge as it were, through a short
suspension of the trolley-bus service, by
allowing the bus companies to pick up and
set down passengers on that route and
the practice has continued ever since.
Eventually the rift widened and now, not
only on that route, but almost on every
other route private bus companies are per-
mitted to pick up passengers whilst travel-
ling to and from the city. On some routes
they have a distinct advantage because
of the increased fares on the Government
system, which are more than the fares
charged by the private bus companies.
Therefore, it is little wonder that the Gov-
ernment transport system has had a poor
financial showing, compared with the posi-
tion which existed prior to 1947.

As a result of inquiries mate at the
office of the Tramway Department, I think
the only Government service in the metro-
politan area that has not been reduced
during the regime of this Government has
been that on the Wembley route. I think
the reason for that is because there has
not been an intrusion of private buses
running adjacent to or parallel with that
route. That clearly indicates to me that
the loss of 12.000,000 passengers on the
Government system has been due to the
Transport Board granting permission to
private bus companies to run their vehicles
parallel with or in close proximity to the

routes traversed by Government-owned
vehicles. The only Years that the Tram-
way Department revenue has failed to
meet working expenses has been 1948,
1949 and 1950.

According to the Press, the proposed
zoning of routes is to be put into practice
very shortly. Whilst on this point, I think
that the Premier and his Ministers should
show some courtesy to members of this
House by disclosing such information to
them when the House is in session before
a statement is given to the Press from
which the members have to obtain the in-
formation secondhand. That courtesy
could at least be shown to members who
are representing the people, not only In
the metropolitan area but throughout the
length and breadth of the State. Often
statements are made on matters that
vitally affect the welfare of the people
living great distances from the metro-
politan area and the first intimation that
the member concerned receives--although
he may have been in contact with the
Minister in charge of the department con-
cerned the day previously-is when he
reads the Press report In the "The West
Australian."

Mr. Needham: It is a matter of right.
not of courtesy.

The Premier: You refer to matters af-
fecting members' electorates, do you not?

Mr. STYANTS: From what I can glean
from the newspapers, I understand the
Government proposes to bring in a system
of zoning traffic in the metropolitan area.
I also understand that it is to take over
the north zone, to be known as Zone 1.
It has been reported that the Government
proposes to pay the Beam Transport Coy.
£25,000 for its services in this area. I do
not know how much that is supposed to
represent by way of goodwill, but if it is
to be payment for only six buses, which
are reputed to be the company's stock-in-
trade and only assets, then I should say
the Government is paying through the
nose well and truly insofar as the value
of those buses is concerned.

Hon. E. Nulsen: There was no goodwill
in our time.

Mr. STYANTS: Of course not. There
was no goodwill when the Government
handed over the Nedlands service. Tenders
were called for and the service was handed
over entirely free of any cost in regard
to goodwill.

Mr. J. Hegney: You have shown that
the Tramway Department has more buses
than it can use.

Mr. STYANTS: Of course it has; it has
more buses than it can use even at peak
Periods. The department is only using
slightly less than 50 Per cent, of its trol-
ley-buses during the Peak period. It has
126 Petrol and diesel buses, and in peak
periods it uses only about 87.

2123



2124 ASSEMLY.]

Mr. J. Hegney: And it is proposed to
buy these others?

Mr. STYANTS: Yes, and I understand
they are well and truly secondhand
vehicles. If the Government is going to
pay £25,000 for six vehicles, it is not get-
ting them at bargain rates; they are not
worth half what Is being paid for them.
It is an unfortunate position that mem-
bers have to depend an newspaper re-
ports on matters of Government policy
and also in connection with State mat-
ters. The newspaper reports concerning
the operations of this company show that
it had buses worth £12,966 In 1951; they
showed that the buses were worth an
estimate of £2,400 each. So, if the Goy-
ernnment Is going to pay £25,000 for the
Beam buses to operate Zone 1, it is going
to pay through the nose with a vengeance.
The report also sets out that during its
operations in 1951 the Beam Bus Com-
pany ran at a loss of £208,498 for the last
six months that portion of the service
which the Government Proposes to take
over. So, as far as this service is con-
cerned, it looks as though the buck is
again being passed to the State instru-
mentality.

What position Is the Government finally
going to decide upon concerning our metro-
politan transport? Is it going to be con-
stantly adopting the policy, where a pri-
vately-owned company decides it will not
run a service or, having attempted to
do so, runs it at a financial loss and de-
cides to discontinue the service, that the
Government will take it over and work it
until such time as the district becomes
thickly populated and is a payable pro-
position, and after that hand it back? It
appears there has been some leakage of
information so far as the zoning system
is concerned. In various quarters of the
town, one hears that the Lansdowne-road
service will probably go Into Zone 8, and
that It will be handed over to a private
company to operate. It is well known to
the Tramway Department that this par-
ticular service was operated at a loss for
a number of years when the district was
sparsely populated. But now, because of
the influx of residents in that area, the
service is showing a profit and, if rumour
is correct, It is proposed to hand it over
to a private transport company.

It Winl be remembered that during the
regime of the Labour Government, when
the member for Eyre was a Minister,
fourteen 28-seater buses were purchased
for the South Perth route. These buses
were operating that route quite success-
fully and to the satisfaction of the resi-
dents in that area. But the Federal Bus
Coy., which was operating the City Beach
route--and incidentally I think it 'was
given a £600 per annum subsidy from
the City Council-decided it could not
make a go of it and consequently it was
left to tile Government to take over the

service, which it did; but it had to with-
draw certain buses from the South Perth
service to do that. Assuming the Coy-
erment continues this policy of handing
over profitable routes under the zoning
system to private transport, what is go-
ing to happen?

Is it suggested that the City Beach route,
having been taken over by the Govern-
ment after the failure of a private com-
pany to operate it, will also be handed
aver under the zoning system to private
transport? Will we then hear the constant
cry of the increase In wages being re-
sponsible? Will we hear that there is not
sufficient production and that penalty
rates for week-end work are responsible
for the Government transport service
showing such a poor financial return?
Will we have statistics put to us
to show that the Government metro-
politan transport system is at fault
and is unable to carry on? Is a
policy of despair to be adopted in
regard to the railways, as is being done by
curtailing the number of trains running in
the metropolitan area? For the want of
a better word, I would say the Govern-
ment is under an hallucination that com-
petition must mean a better service. With
limitations, saturation point can be
reached very quickly; but, again with
limitations, it is a fairly sound policy. I
do not like monopolies, whether State or
private monopolies, because when com-
petition ceases to a great extent efficiency
ceases to exist..

I believe the sparsely populated areas
a re lust as much entitled to a regular ser-
vice, and as good a service as the more
thickly populated areas; I believe the more
thickly populated areas can be made to
pay for the loss which will inevitably be
involved, at least for the time being, in
running a suitable service for sparsely
populated districts. In connection with
the Swanbourne run, if anyone had the
time to make the necessary observations,
he would ascertain that the trolley-bus
service was at 10-minute intervals and
that possibly the schedule of the bus com-
pany Was approximately the same. Due
either to the method adopted in fixing the
timetables or because of the erratic run-
ning of one or both the services, fre-
quently both types of vehicles follow closely
upon each other, the result being that
instead of people having the advantage
of the five minute service that was pre-
viously available prior to permission being
given to the Metro buses to pick up pas-
sengers between the city and Swanbourne
on the trolley-bus route, the service was
more erratic.

The trolley-bus service was run on a
five minute basis some years ago. Despite
the tact that there has been a6 consider-
able increase in Population and conse-
quently in the number of people desiring
to make use of the transport services to
and from the city, because of the lifting
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of the restrictions, the trolley-bus service
now runs at about 10 minute intervals
and the Metro buses at approximately the
same rate. Despite that, as the service
now operates, the buses and trolley-buses
frequently follow closely one upon the
other so that instead of the five minute
service that the people enjoyed previ-
ously, the service ranges from five to 10
minutes between vehicles.

I think much of the financial morass
into which both the Government and the
Tramway Department have become en-
gulfed, has been due to the tacit permis-
sion given by the Government, through
the Transport Board, to the ranting of
licenses to the private transport corn-
patties to intrude upon routes that should
have been reserved, Quite rightly, for the
Tramway Department. It has also been
due to the indiscriminate fixing of fares,
the lifting of restrictions and many other
decisions that have operated in favour
of the privately-owned transport con-
cerns.

The Government at one time instituted
an inquiry regarding the transport systems
operating in the metropolitan area. I
think it took the form of a Royal Commis-
sion of which Sir Ross McDonald was
chairman. While I have great respect for
the ability of that gentleman, particu-
larly In matters relating to the legal pro-
fession In which he was trained, I very
seriously doubt whether he possesses suffici-
ent experience or knowledge to justify his
having been associated with the Royal
Commission to which I have made refeor-
ence. I should say that he certainly would
not have ability such as that possessed
by the man who came out from England
and reported to the Victorian Government
on the transport system operating in Mel-
bourne. I understand that the proposed
toning of the metropolitan area was, to
a great extent, the result of the inquiry I
have mentioned.

The Government would be well advised
to hasten slowly with the implementation
of the recommendations of the Commis-
sion. I believe that some grave Injustices
would be done and anomalies created if
effect were given to them. Fronm what I
have said, I think it should be sufficiently
clear to any impartial listener that he must
conclude that the bad position into
which the finances of the Tramway
Department have drifted has been oc-
casioned to a great extent by the policy
of the Government in passing insidiously
the functions of the Tramway Department
to privately-owned transport companies.

That applies as well, I repeat, to the
railways in the metropolitan area. it
represents a policy of despair, and it
has always been recognised as such, to
reduce passenger services in the face of
competition, instead of coping with the
situation by fostering more frequent run-
ning. The latter course has been adopted

in all the other capital cities of Aus-
tralia in order to counter the operations
of private transport companies that have
intruded upon Government services, Just
as has occurred in Perth.

Next I want to refer to a statement
made by the Minister about the freight
on super having been raised by over 400
Per cent. with respect to the quantity
hauled by the railways. I think he would
have been better advised not to have men-
tioned that matter. I have great respect
for the knowledge of the Minister for
Education and Industrial Development
when he confines his attention to matters
affecting his own departments. On the
other hand, when he deputises for the
Minister for Railways, who has a seat
in another place, some of the information
passed on to him has been totally Incor-
rect, If It has not been totally Incorrect,
it has been misleading and evasive.

I would mention the Minister's statement
in connection with freight on super as an
instance. He quoted the freight on super
hauled aver a distance of 50 miles. We
know that the freight on super hauled
that distance is 20s. 7d. per tong which
works out at 4.9d. per ton mile, and
is almost the same rate as would be
chargeable by road transport that is
subsidised by the Government. The point
I want to make respecting the misleading
nature of the statement is that the Railway
Department does not handle super over
distances of 50 miles. It is done by means
of road transport. The policy of the
Government is that road transport shall
deal with the haulage of super over short
distances. That being so, It is useless
telling members who take an interest in
the matter that the freight on super
hauled by the railways over a distance of
50 miles is 20s. 7d. per ton, seeing that
the railways do not handle it over that
distance.

Next the Minister quoted the rate for
100 miles as 24s. 9d., which meant that
super was carted the additional 50 miles
for an extra 4s. 2d.. which works out at
2.97d. per ton mile. Then he qluoted a
distance of 350 miles which worked out
at 42s. 6d. per ton or 1.45d. per ton mile.
The report of the Railways Commission
shows the average haul for super in this
State to be 148 miles and the average
freight 2.31id. per ton mile, while the aver-
age haulage cost is more than 3*d. Per ton
mile. How does the Minister expect to
make the railways pay when he is trans-
porting large quantities of freight at less
than the cost? If the Commissioners'
calculations are correct, there is some-
thing like 70 to 75 per cent. of the freight
handled by the railways that Is being
hauled at less than cost.

The estimate for last year was 2.36d.
per ton mile, and although the Minister
stated that super freights had been in-
creased 400 per cent., we find that this
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commodity is being hauled at less than
cost. The quoted figures to show that for
certain distances 4.94d. Per ton mile Is
received and the report of the Commis-
sioners shows that 2.31 is the average re-
ceived. So I say we should not try to de-
lude ourselves.

This is why the railways are showing
a loss of 24 millions a year-O to 75 per
cent. of its freight, largely primary pro-
duce, is at all times being carried at less
than cost. On many occasions I have
quoted figures to show that 70 to '75 per
cent, was calculated after allowing for a
reduction of a halfpenny Per ton mile.
because super and wheat represent com-
pact freight that can be carried at a lower
freight than average goods that are often
bulky and occupy considerable space.

I am aware that the Railways Commis-
sion says it cannot segregate these costs.
but if I were in charge of a private trans-
port company and my managers could
not tell me the cost of transporting any
commodity over a given distance, I would
"fire" them. The Railways Commissioners
say they cannot segregate the figures;
they do not know what It costs to haul
wheat or super. I think they know.
but Uf they do not, they are not fit to
hold their jobs.

BON. J. T. TONKIN (Melville) (8.53]:
The Premier, when introducing the Bud-
get, referred to the fact that changes in
the general business and financial con-
ditions had added substantially to the
budgetary difficulties. one can readily
understand the Premier's feelings because
he has experienced the most difficult time
encountered by him since he has been in
office. Until recently, It has been plain
sailing for the Government-plenty of
money; at times more than it knew how
to spend. I had instances brought under
my notice of Ministers having requested
their departmental heads to look for ways
in which the money could be expended.
Under those conditions, government was
very simple, but in recent months the
picture has entirely changed, with the re-
sult that there is a call now not only for
efficiency and business ability but also for
care and attention.

The Government has to defend itself
against charges that could be laid of be-
ing extravagant when it had ample funds.
One instance that comes to mind is where
£29 per thousand was paid for bricks to
build a school at Mullewa. No one can
tell me that it would not be Possible to
build a school more cheaply than wit
bricks at £29 per thousand. Obviously the
Government at that time must have had
plenty of money; otherwise, it would not
have undertaken expenditure of that sort.

Mr. Needham: Perhaps they were gold
bricks.

The Premier: It costs a lot to transport
bricks from Perth to Mullewa.

[Mr. Hill took the Chtair.)
lion. J. T. TONKIN: Why take them

there?
The Premier: Where else could we get

them?
Hon. J7. T. TONKIN: A lot of other

buildings in the country have not been
constructed of bricks. Would the Gov-
ernment still convey bricks to Mullewa If
they cost £50 a thousand?

The Premier: Of course it would not.
Hon. J. 'T. TONKINf: I do not think

that bricks should have been taken there
at £29 a thousand. There must have been
some cheaper method, and there will have
to be now.

The Premier: You could not get a stone
building erected in the country.

Hon. J. T. TONKINf: Will the Govern-
ment, then, cease building in country dis-
tricts or use some other method?

The Premier: Not If we can help It.
Ron. J. T. TONKIN: The Government

will use some other method.
The Premier: I do not know about that.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Government

will have to; It has not the money, and
it could not pay £29 a thousand for bricks
now..

Hon. A. Rt. G. Hawke: The Govern-
ment has already partly ceased building
in the country.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I have mentioned
this as an instance of where I think the
Government was extravagant. Now, it
simply could not face up to an expendi-
ture of that sort. Let the Premier ask
the Minister for Health about the hospi-
tals and whether she could afford to pay
£29 a thousand for bricks. The Premier
stated that there was no serious unem-
ployment problem. Any unemployment
problem is serious-very serious for the
men out of work and their families.

The Premier: There has always been
an unempolyment problem except in the
last year or two.

Hon. J. T. TONKCIN: I repeat that any
unemployment problem is very serious for
those affected. We have to face up to
the fact that the number of unemployed is
increasing.

Mr. Griffith: I read in the paper that
there were fewer unemployed now than in
1947.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: In which paper?
Mr. Griffith: I think It was "Thbe

West Australian."
Hon. J. T. TONKI: Does -th hon.

member know that It was?
Mr. Griffith: I think it was.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If the hon. mem-

ber wishes to make a point, let him be
factual but not say that he thinks so-
and-so. Let him submit his proof. I
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cannot see how his statement can be
correct because 1947 was about two years
after the war ended when the men who
were coming out of the Services were
employed as soon as they were available
and there were shortages of tradesmen
and labourers in all directions. There-
fore I cannot see how the unemployment
Problem then could have been greater
than it is at present. That is why I ask
for some proof. We were also told by
the Premier that the boom had run its
course. The Present Government has been
in office during the period of the boom,
and if the boom has run Its course.
Ministers must face right up to the diffi-
culties of governing when there is no
boom. The present Government made no
allowance at all for the difficulties that
confronted the previous administration. It
complained about the state of the rail-
ways. Nobody denies that the railways
were in a bad state.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: They are still.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Yes; and the

Government now is not in any better
position to do anything about It than was
the Winlcock Government. Even though
it has come through a boom period, the
railways still need this rehabilitation and
building up. Now the Government can do
nothing about It.

The Premier: We are doing something
about it.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: What Is the Gov-
ernment doing?

The Premier: Rehabilitation is still
going on.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Very, very slowly
now. I will be anxious to see the amount
of money being provided in the Loan Esti-
mates for this purpose, when they are
brought down.

The Premier: I will try to bring them
down on Thursday so that you will know.

I-on. J. T1. TONKIN: There are a few
other things I will be looking for, mhete
is the Albany harbour, for instance. The
Government has found some money that
it did not have last week.

The Premier: I did not think you
would like that!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If the Govern-
ment has the money available, It must
have had it all the time and had no
right to cease the work, once having
started it, because it Is wasteful to re-
commence. So the Government's story
does not ring very true on that matter.
It appears that we are to have a deficit
of at least £440,000. Has not the Premier
forgotten the £100,000 of interest pay-
ments that will be due on the deferred
date? I had a look through the Esti-
mates and could find no provision for
that, but it will have to be paid at 5
per cent. in sterling.

Eon. A. U. G. Hawke: The Treasurer
might Issue another I.O.U.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It appears to me
that the figure must be added to the de-
ficit that the Premier has forecast, unless
he has hidden the provision away some-
where and it has escaped my notice, which
I do not think is likely. It certainly ap-
Pears to me that the matter has been over-
looked and not included, but it will have
to be Paid from Revenue. On the Pre-
mier's own figures. there is an amount ex-
ceeding £3,000,000 which is due in Eng-
land on firm contracts. I suppose that
In some cases the goods have already been
supplied, and at the Government's request
the accounts are being held back for 12
months. The Premier is paying 5 per
cent. interest in sterling on that, which
will amount actually to a 6+ per cent. in-
terest rate on over £3,000,000. I calculated
that to involve us in an interest payment
Of at least £,180,000. That winl have to
be found from Revenue and if the posi-
tion is as I see it. that no provision has
been made in the Estimates, that will
make the deficit over £600,000.

Mr. Ravenl: Will not the Grants Com-
mission cover that?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: We hope! I
would like the Premier to say later on
whether the provision is to be made be-
cause if there is a change of Government,
and that appears likely-

The Premier: You keep on harping
on that. The old propaganda machine I

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Does not the
Premier think it appears likely?

The Premier: No, I do not.
Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: The Premier Is

poor at reading the signs.
Mr. Needham: Do not get angry.
Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: The Premier gets

upset every time it is mentioned.
The Premier: I hear it mentioned by

You often enough. You are making full
use of that broadcasting session.

Mr. Needham: Keep your hair on,
Ross!

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: Let us go further
and examine the financial position in
which the Government Is placed. The
Leader of the Opposition requested some
information on the Advance to Treasurer
Account which, according to the Auditor
General, is overdrawn to the extent of
£8,911,304. Usually that account is limited
to the amount available under the Ap-
propriation Act, and the Appropriation
Act of 1951 authorised the Treasurer. to
utilise up to £2,000,000 on this Advance
to Treasurer Account. That was the
authority of Parliament, for the Trea-
surer, for certain Purposes, all mentioned
in the Act "to be issued if and when
required from the Public Account"
with a sum "to enable the Treasurer to
make advances to the public officers, also
advances for the Trading Concerns, other
State Undertakings, Statutory Boards" and
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the like. The sum allowed was £2,000,000,
but the Premier has helped himself to
nearly £9,000,000. So he has overdrawn
£8,900,000, and the Auditor General has
this to say-

An analysis of the amount of
£1,856,583 5s. 8d. shown in the Bal-
ance Sheet discloses that the portion
of this total withdrawn prior to 1951-
52 was approximately £129,000, leav-
ing the remainder (£1,526,583) appli-
cable to 1951-52.

1 interpolate here that that applied actu-
ally to the 1950-51-52 period.

Taking this latter amount in con-
Junction with other amounts appear-
ing in the Treasury Returns, the auth-
orised sum of £2,000,000 made avail-
able to the Treasurer was consider-
ably overdrawn as under:-

The Auditor General then sets out that
the amount overdrawn was £6,911,384. So
we have, to say the least of it, an exces-
sive use of this method of financing and
I assume, and see nothing to the contrary,
that the Government has drawn heavily
upon Treasury Bills to provide the money
for this purpose. Each month will require
more Treasury Bills to meet these exces-
sive advances. As the adjustment of this
account is to take place before the 30th
June, 1953, there is a tough time in store
for the next Treasurer if the advancing
goes on at this rate, because that will
have to be made good from Revenue.

In addition to the excessive use of this
method of financing, our attention Is
drawn to the use of the Trust Fund. At
page 34 of the Auditor General's report for
the financial year ended the 30th June.
1952, we find that the position of certain
Trust Funds was as follows :-Overdrawn
balances: Charcoal iron and steel industry.
£33,785; State Electricity Commission,
£614,442; State Housing Commission.
£303,607. We have to add these Over-
drawn balances to get the true position.
The credit balances amount to £6,876,022.
Of that total, the amount Invested is
£2,209,474; and uninvested £4,865,547.
According to the Auditor General, of this
amount, £232,321 was held in a separate
account at the Commonwealth Bank as
compared with E1.202,503 at the close of
the previous year, when the uninvested
trust moneys amounted to £5,729,429.

It will be seen that other trust moneys
have been used to finance State instrumen-
talities as shown by the above overdrawn
balances to the extent of £951,835, which
normally would have been made available
by appropriations from the General Loan
Fund. The lesson to be learned from
this is that normally trust funds Would
not be used in this manner, but the money
would be provided in the ordinary way
by appropriations from the General Loan
Flund on specific items brought down to
Parliament for the Purpose. Here we find

the Government very heavily utilising
these trust funds instead of getting ap-
Propriations from the General Loan Fund.

The Premier: This Government is not
the only one that has done that.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I have looked back
and, while there are instances where it
has been done, I cannot find where it has
occurred to anything like this extent. The
Treasurer is very heavily involved-there
is no question about that.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Hopelessly in-
volved.

Hon. J. T. TON4KIN: Practically
E7,000,000 has been overdrawn on the
Advance to Treasurer's account, and he is
heavily overdrawn on his trust accounts.

Mr.* Bovell: Did not the Collier Govern-
ment do that In 1930?

The Premier: Of course It did. There
was not a bob in the trust funds when
the Mitchell Government came In.

Hon. J. T. TONIN I would say it is
certain-and I have no Opportunity of re-
ferring to the figures now-that the Col-
lier Government was not overdrawn on its
Advance to Treasurer's Account, or trust
funds, to anything like the extent that
this Government is now overdrawn: and,
of course, the circumstances are not com-
parable at all.

Mr. Bovell: Because the value of money
has depreciated and the numerical
strength-

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The member for
Vasse wants to wake up. During the term
of the Collier Government there was a
depression, and revenues were Just falling
away. We had a depression period With
thousands of unemployed.

Mr. Bovell: A very short period.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: What, the depres-

sion Period?
Mr. Bovell: The Collier Government

went out in 1930 and came back in 1933.
Hon. J. T. TONKfI: That is so.
Mr. Boydl: It Is the Period of 1930

that I am talking about
Hon. J. T1. TONKIN: Yes. The depres-

sion started in 1929. and it was very bad.
Mr. Boydl: The full effects were not

felt until the Mitchell Government came
in.

Rion. 3. T. TONKIN: Is the member
for Vasse trying to say that the economy
of Western Australia is in the same posi-
tion now as it was in 1929?

Mr. Bovell: No. I am not.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Then that is what

I have said, that the conditions are not
comparable.

Mr. Bovell: I am saying that there is
no difference between the Treasurer's
account now and that of 1930.
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Ron. J. T. TONKIN: There is a big
difference, because the present Treasurer's
account is so heavily overdrawn on his
Advance to Treasurer's Account and on
his. trust funds, with so much deferred
debt that wvill have to be paid in the future,
that on the Treasurer's own showing-and
the figures might be greater now-ap-
proximately £7,000,000 of debts are now
due which should have been paid this
financial year. but which at the Treasurer's
request have been deferred for 12 months
and will have to be paid out of the Loan
Funds made available to the next Govern-
ment. So members can see Just what a
parlous condition these fnances are in.

The Auditor General says the only known
method of getting money properly to pay
the accounts, which have been paid out of
these trust funds, is by appropriation on
specific items from the General Loan
Fund. Of course, he is referring to the
legal way-and that ought to be the way
which binds the Government-of making
this provision. I will read the section of
his report where he uses these specific
terms. It appears on page 35, under the
heading "State Trading Concerns-Bank-
Ing Accounts," and is as follows:-

As shown in the summarised balance
sheet on pages 6-7 of this report the
credit balance on the banking ac-
counts of the State Trading Con-
cerns at 30th June, 1952, totalled
£47,589 14s. 5d. (three concerns only),
and there were overdrawn balances
for the State Brickworks, State Saw-
mills and Kent River Sawmill, amount-
ing to £102,758 17s. Id. The net over-
drawn total amount of £55,187 3s. 2d.
only, appears in the Treasury
return (balance sheet) on the
assets side. The overdrawn bal-
ances should have appeared under
the heading- "Advance to Treasurer"
as the only known statutory pro-
vision under which these temporary
advances could be made, is that con-
tained in Schedule "D" (Advance to
Treasurer) to the Appropriation Act
(No. 63 of 1951).

If we refer to the Appropriation Act of
1951. the matter can be seen set out as
the Auditor General states. The member
for Fremantle referred to the example,
firstly, of the Government's extravagance
when it had plenty of money at Its dis-
posal and, secondly, to the fact that the
Audit Office had refused to pass what
the Government had done because it was
contrary to law. What the Government
actually did was to pay a subsidy to
certain users of cement. Those users
were supplied with imported cement, but
they did not pay the price of that com-
modity because the Government subsidised.
them to make up the difference between
the local price and the price of the im-
ported cement. The Government used
local cement in the wall of Mundaring

Weir, and it was entitled to do so. Then
it issued Imported cement to certain
private users and charged them only the
cost of local cement, so that the difference
was a subsidy and the Government paid
that subsidy out of Loan money, which
simply cannot be done because the law
does not allow it.

The Premier. From where else was I to
pay it?

Hon. J. T. TONIKIN: From Revenue,
Just as the Premier subsidized the cartage
of super from that source. He should
have put an item for it in his
Estimates and brought it before Parliament
for approval, but instead of doing that
he used Loan F'unds to pay the subsidy
on the cement. He went further than that
and did worse than that, because he paid
a subsidy on 340 tons of cement in excess
of the quantity that went into the waill
of Mundaring Weir, with the result that
he charged up against that job expenditure
that was never incurred on it and could
never have been incurred on it, and he
used Loan money in order to do that,

The Premier: I am told that that is
at procedure which has been adopted pre-
viously.

Hon. J. T'. TONKIN: Will the Premier
ask the person who told him that to furnish
a single example?

Eon. J. B. Sleeman: What has the
Auditor General said about it?

Hon. J. T,' TONKIN: If the person who
told the Premier that can supply a single
example the Premier should let us have it.
There Is an instance of 'where the Premier
has paid a subsidy-

The Premier: The fact is that a cheaper
Job was done on Mundaring Weir by using
that method. We were advised to do that,
and surely the engineers would know what
was best I

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Is it a cheaper
job when there is charged against It
cement that never went into 'it?

The Premier: We used bulk cement as
against imported bagged cement, and it
was a more practical and cheaper proposi-
tion.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN. How does the
Premier account for the fact that he paid
the subsidy on 340 tons more cement than
was used on the Mundaring Weir wall?

The Premier: I think I explained that
In a special statement last session.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Admittedly the
Premier said something about It, but he
never explained it.

Eon. J. B. Sleeman: He said that the
Auditor General did not go beyond June,
1950.

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: The fact is that
the 340 tons of cement carried a subsidy
and that quantity was in excess of what
was used at Mundaring. If the Premier
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uses 1.000 tons of local cement at Mun- Branch allowed an extra 6d. per foot-
daring and issues 1.200 tons of imported
cement to industrial users, is he entitled
to charge 1,200 tons of cement against
the Mundaring Welt Job?

The Premier: I would say, Yes, under
the circumstances.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: And I would say.
no.

The Premier: It has to be charged to
somewhere.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It is a subsidy or
gift from Revenue and not a legitimate
charge against a Loan item. Where would
we finish up with our capital costs on
these important jobs if we gave subsidies
and charged them up against the cost of
the Jobs? The Mundaring Weir wall job
is inflated by the amount of the subsidy.
and as water rates are calculated on the
capital cost of the undertakings the con-
sumers of water will, through Increased
rates, pay for a subsidy that was Paid on
cement to certain industrial users.

The Premier : You know perfectly well
that they are not paying for it.

Hon. J. T. TONKINl: No evidence has
been submitted from any quarter to show
that any kind of cheek was kept on the
Price of the articles produced by those
privileged industrial users with the cement
upon which they were paid a subsidy, and
it is quite Possible that when they used
that cement and received a subsidy on it
they sold the finished article at a Price
based on the cost of imported cement.

Mr. Graham. That is what they did.
The Premier: How do you know? I

gave the names of the firms in the
House. and you know who they are.

Mr. Graham: I know some of the prin-
cipals personally.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for Melville!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Government
can prove the truth or falsity of the
position by submitting to Parliament the
cost involved in buying the Pipes from
time to time, so that we can see if there
was any variation in that cost, as there
was not sufficient cement made available
to make all the pipes that the Government
bought-

The Premier :We know that under
price control-

Hon. A.RI. G. Hawke: Oh! Oh!
The Premier: What are you groaning

about?
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Surely. the

Premier does not say that the price con-
trol office would be in possession of in-
formation that would enable it to decide
which were the pipes in the manufacture
of which the subsidised cement was used,
and which were not! The position is
exactly similar to that with regard to
galvanised water piping, where the Prices

or something in that vicinity-for pip-
ing that was brought by road from the
Eastern States. How was it possible to
identify that piping In the store and show
which came by road and which did not?
What prices officer could possibly identify
that piping on the floor of a store? How
could It possibly be checked?

The Attorney General: You know very
well that it could.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Of course it
could not be checked.

The Attorney General: It could: we
knew the amount.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Yes, but the At-
torney General does not know who got
it.

The Attorney General: Yes, it all went
to one firm.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It did not.
The Attorney General: It went to

Stewart & Lloyds.
Hon. J. T. TONKINq: I raised in this

House the question of a £10,000 contract
given by the State Housing Commission
for the cartage of water piping by road
from the Eastern States.

The Attorney General: There was only
one importer of that piping.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Neither the Mini-
ister nor anyone else could identify that
piping.

The Attorney General: I did not say
that, but the total amount was allowed
for, as it was all imported by Stewart &
Lloyds.

Hon. J. T. TONKI: It was not. The
State Housing Commission brought tons
of piping over.

The Attorney General: Yes, and bought
it from Stewart & Lloyd.

Hon. J. T. TONKfI: And when it got
here it lost its identity.

The Attorney General: The total
amount did not.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Government
had not the slightest idea of what the
position was--

The Attorney General: The Govern-
ment knew very well about the piping.

Hon J. T. TONKIN: It did not. We
had an illustration here the other night
of the Minister postponing a question a
number of times when the member for
Pilbara wanted to know what was the
price of petrol.

The Attorney General: The Price of
petrol was known. I mean the computa-
tion was known.

Hon. J. T. TONKINq: The Premier
laughed this afternoon when the member
for Premantle raised the Point about the
cement and the fact that the Audit Office
had ref used to pass the item. But the



[18 November, 1952.] 13

Auditor General refers again in his
port to the fact that the matter has
been adjusted so far as he knows:
has not sighted any adjustment. If
Attorney General will read the Audit
he will find out-

Mr. Needham: Read the Riot Act.

re-
not
he

the
Act

Hon. J. T1. T1ONIN: -that it is not
possible to pay s~ibsidies out of Loan the
way this subsidy has been paid.

The Attorney General: Of course, it is
a question of book-keeping.

Hon. J7. T. TONKIN: It is not a ques-
tion of book-keeping; it is a question of
law.

The Attorney General: You are con-
ducting a technical argument.

The Premier: It is a technical matter
of book-keeping.

The Attorney General: If the hon mem-
ber likes to waste an hour or so talking
like this, we will listen to him.

The Premier: We have had it gone into
thoroughly from A to Z.

Hon. J7. T. TONKIN: I would assume
that the top man to deal with book-keep-
ing in this State would be the Auditor
General.

The Attorney General: I would think
that the Under Treasurer would know
something about it.

Hon. J3. T. TONKIN: I would say the
Auditor General. He is the officer of Par-
liament; he is there to supervise the work
of the Under Treasurer, the Assistant
Under Treasurer and the other Treasury
officers. He says that the Audit Offce re-
fuses to pass the item.

The Attorney General: That is all right.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It is all wrong.
Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: What a Govern-

ment!
The Attorney General: What a com-

ment!
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It is not all right;

it is all wrong. It is no good the Attorney
General saying it is a matter of book-
keeping, because the Auditor General
knows more about book-keeping than does
the Attorney General.

The Attorney General: He does.
The Premier: The Under Treasurer

knows a bit about it too, you know. You
are making a mountain out of a molehill
and the more you talk about it the larger
it gets.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The Treasurer
does not like it.

The Premier: I do not mind it; there
is nothing in It.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Has the Trea-
surer read the Audit Act?

Hon. A. Rt. 0. Hawke: No.
The Premier: You have read it to me

so often that now I know it inside out.
['75]

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Premier
will find that he will have to do some-
thing about it; he will have to put It
right and bring an item to Parliament
and get approvel for the expenditure
which, so far, is unauthorised. If the
Treasurer can do this sont of thing with
impunity then he can disregard Parlia-
ment and not bother to bring dewn his
Estimates.

The Premier: Parliament has known
about it for some time.

Mr. Graham: The Auditor General is
responsible to Parliament.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: But he says no-
thing has been done.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN:
developments in regard to
the Treasurer will find it
as he thinks it is at the

We will await
that Item, but
is not as easy
moment.

Mr. Graham: He might be out of a job
within a week.

The Premier: Let us be serious about
this.

Eon. J. T. TONKIN: Now I desire to
refer to the Commonwealth Aid Roads
Act, No. 47 of 1950. I wish to say some-
thing about this Act because It was in-
troduced for a specific purpose, a purpose
which this Government disregards.

The Attorney General: That Is a matter
for the Commonwealth, Is it not?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: No, It Is a matter
for this State.

The Attorney General: I thought they
looked after their own Interests.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Then you are
wrong.

The Attorney General: I do not think
so. You will have to do a lot better
than you have done lately.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: When Sir Arthur
Fadden introduced the Bill he said-

These proposals have been framed
by the Government after very care-
ful study of the present-day prob-
lem of road finance in Australia.

The Attorney General: You know
"Hansard" cannot be quoted in the In-
terpretation of an Act?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Where is that?
The Attorney General: Everyone knows

it.
Hon. J3. T. TONKIN: That is in a court

of law.
The Attorney General: I thought you

were saying that we were doing things
legally wrong.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Attorney
General is still thinking about cement?

The Attorney General: No, I am think-
ing about this. Are you saying that we
have done something legally wrong? This
is not legally wrong; it is quite all right.
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Hon. J3. T. TONKIN: It is morally The Premier: Where ami I going to get
wrong.

The Attorney General: You are get-
ting down to morals now.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I was proceeding
to show that this Government has dis-
regarded the desires and intentions of the
framers of this Act. It was introduced
for a specific purpose which was to help
local authorities who were in difficult
financial circumstances. Sir Arthur Pad-
den said-

It proposes to introduce a new
system and to give States-

Meaning the State Treasurers.
-express permission to use any part
of either of the grants to assist local
authorities in the construction and
upkeep of roads.

So it is not a matter for the Common-
wealth Government; it is a matter for the
States, giving them express permission to
use this money to assist local authorities.
I asked the Treasurer to assist a local
authority in my district because it was
putting men off. It could not carry out
its work, and I suggested to the Trea-
surer that he receive a deputation from
this local authority for the purpose of dis-
cussing this provision. His answer was.
"No good purpose would be served." So
he would not receive the deputation. He
has to take the full responsibility for
denying to local authorities that which
the Commonwealth Government desired
them to have and for which it expressly
provided. There is a fund which could be
used to help local authorities to purchase
roadmaking machinery, or the Treasurer
might have advanced money from the
fund at a low interest rate, or without in-
terest--

The Attorney General: To purchase
machinery?

Hon. J3. T. TONKIN: To purchase
roadmaking machinery or to make roads
because the difficulties of local authori-
ties today are that they cannot raise
money in the normal way. Banks and
insurance companies are not in a position
to lend and So the sources of loan money
have been dried up for months. Even
though loans have been authorised, local
authorities have not been able to get the
cask- I saw an example the other
day where a local authority did get
£50,000 but that is a rarity; it is
extremely difficult for local authorities
to raise loan money these days. The sug-
gestion from the local authority in
my district was that if the Trea-
surer would not advance money, as was
expressly Provided under this Act, he
might lend some and the local authority
would pay interest on it in the same way
as if they had borrowed It from the bank.
But the Treasurer did not want to hear
them.

money to lend?
Hon. J3. T. TONKIN: It is in the fund.
The Premier: In the Main Roads fund?
The Attorney General: He would not be

justified in lending money like that.
Hon. J. T. TONKINI: If he is justified

in giving it away then he Is justified in
lending it.

Mr. Bovell: Not necessarily.

Hon. J7. T. TONKIN: He is going to get
it back. The purpose of this was to give
the States express permission to use any
part of these grants to assist local authori-
ties in the construction and upkeep of
roads. I will read a few extracts from Sir
Arthur Fadden's speech. He said-

Road construction and mainten-
ance, being a function of the States.
Commonwealth financial assistance
for roads should be regarded as sup-
plementary to State resources, and
not as a means of relieving the States
of any obligation to provide their
share of additional finance for the
large volume of road work that is now
necessary. Since it is clear, however.
that a good deal more money will be
required for roads in the next few
years, the Australian Government is
prepared again to increase very sub-
stantially its contributions to this vital
national work. It is now proposed,
therefore, to set aside for roads Pay-
ments each year for the next five
years an amount equal to 6d. a gallon
of customs duty on imported petrol
entered for civil consumption, and
31d. a gallon excise on locally pro-
duced petrol.

Then later on he said-
Whilst the States should be in a

Position to maintain and extend their
road systems as a whole, including
main roads, trunk roads and highways
there are good grounds for the view
that we have reached the stage when
special attention should be given to
what might be called secondary roads
which exist principally in rural areas.

He then goes on to say what they are-
Apart from this special grant which

it is proposed to make, as before, a
general grant to the States for the
construction, reconstruction and main-
tenance of roads generally. Unlike
the grant for general roads Purposes
made under the previous legislation
this grant may also be used for the
purchase of road-making equipment.
This money, therefore, will be avail-
able to State Governments to expend
as they think fit on roads purposes
whilst up to one-sixth of the amount
may be spent on works connected with
road, or water, transport.
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The Premier: That money is allocated
by the Main Roads Board; not by tbe
'Treasurer, as you know.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: What is wrong
with giving directions to the Main Roads
Board?

The Premier;, I understand that all the
money the Main Roads Board has is al-
ready allotted to certain works.

The Minister for Works: Yes, with the
exception of £13,0D0.

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: That is the only
balance in the fund?

The Minister for Works: After allocat-
ing £3,000,000 for this year's programme.
there is a balance of £13,000.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Was it distributed
in accordance with this Act and new In-
tention?

Hon. A. R. G. Rawke: What about pre-
vious balances carried over?

The Premier: Those balances that we
have In the Main Roads fund have all been
allotted.

Hon. J1. T. TONKIN: If the Government
has spent all the money, there is nothing
to lend, but I thought there was a balance
in the fund.

The Premier: No.
Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: I think information

was given to the Local Government As-
sociation that there was money in the
fund, but the Government declined to
recognise the Commonwealth Act.

The Premier: That Is wrong. Large
sums of money have been made available
as a result of that amendment to the Act.

Hon. A. R, 0. Hawke: Will the Treasurer
or the Minister for Works tell us what
the unexpended cash balances are at
present?

The Premier: We could let the Leader
of the Opposition have the information.
I took it to the Premiers' Conference -with
me.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Very well, I will
be glad to know.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I now propose to
refer to the conferences which have been
held on the proposal to destroy the uni-
form taxation system. I think we should
know what this Government thought about
it in 1947. The present Premier was then
on the Opposition side of the House and
the Leader of the Liberal Party at that
time was reported in "The West Austra-
lian" of the 19th February as saying-

The Liberal policy is that the States
shall, as soon as possible, resume con-
trol of their own finances. Our policy
is income taxation reduction on a sub-
stantial scale.

The Premier: By Jove! That was a
Laudable objective, too, was it not?

Hfon. J. T. TONKIN: It was a laugh!

The Premier: A very laudable objective!
Hon. J. T. TONIN:, Listen to the next

laudable objective. On the 26th Febru-
ary, 1947, the present Premier said-

We are for substantial tax relief-
The Premier: I am still of that opinion.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: -

and until we can control this our-
selves, we are going to demand It from
the Federal Government.

Hon. A. R.. 0I. Hawke: Them's fighting
words 1

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Continuing-
An undeveloped State like W.A. can-
not hope to progress adequately under
crippling taxation.

The Premnier: Hear, hear!
H-on. J. T. TONKCIN: -

"A State Government worth its salt
will put up a fight on taxation or any
other matter on which Federal policy
is holding back the people of W.A."

The only fair conclusion one can arrive
at on that Is that this Government Is not
worth its salt because it has not put up
any fight.

The Premier: I would expect you to draw
that conclusion.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: One can draw no
other. The Premier said, "A State Gov-
ernment worth Its salt will put up a fight
on taxation or any other matter on which
Federal. policy is holding back the people
of W.A." So where is the fight the Pre-
mier is putting up now?

Mr. J. Hegney: Is not the Government
putting up a fight to get Its taxing powers
back now?

Hon. J. T. TONKCIN:; It Is fighting to
back-pedal as fast as It can. Af ter the
statement that the States, as soon as pos-
sible, would resume control of their own
finances, we would expect that the
Treasurer of this State would have grabbed
with both hands the proposition put for-
ward by the Prime Minister a few months
ago that the State should take back its
taxing power.

The Premier: One would not expect
anything of the kind, except the most
foolish person.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Premier in-
sisted that the State should as soon as
possible resume control of its own finances.

The Premier: Not on any terms or con-
ditions.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I do not think we
should advocate that on any terms or
conditions whatever because we will be in
the soup if we do. At present the tax-
payers in New South Wales and Victoria
are contributing to our development.

The Premier: Thiat Is so.
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Hon. J. T. TONKIN: And as soon as
we resume our own taxing powers we can-
not expect them to go on contributing to
the same extent, nor will they be bound
to.

The Premier: The Prime Minister said
that It would be necessary for the Grants
Commission to continue.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: of course it will.
The Premier: No doubt about It.
Hon. J. T. TONKfI: It will he neces-

sary for the Grants Commission to con-
tinue, but did the Prime Minister say that
hbe would permit the Grants Commission
to continue to supply revenue to Western
Australia at the same rate of taxation as
is being levied here at present?

The Premier: He did not make any
comment.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: No, of course, he
would not.

The Premier: He said it would be neces-
sary for the Grants Commission to con-
tinue.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: And howl
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: And by simple

calculation anyone would arrive at the
conclusion that with all the help we can
expect from the Grants Commission, and
if we get our own taxing powers back,
we will have to raise taxation in this
State to obtain the revenue we now re-
ceive.

The Premier: All right! I said to the
Grants Commission today that we would not
take our income tar powers back under
those conditions; that I would not be in
favour of imposing increased taxation
burdens on the people.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I am very much
afraid, in view of the fact that the Pre-
mier was a strong advocate for it before,
he might have some difficulty retracting
his statement. This decision would not
require unanimity between the States. We
would have to abide by the decision of
the conference even If we were not In
favour of it and it would be a sorry day
for us if we were thrown back on our own
resources.

Mr. Graham: The Commonwealth could
repeal its own Act.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: I think the Com-
monwealth could decide for itself.

Hon. J_ T. TONKIN., The situation is
very delicate at present; it is delicate for
the Commonwealth Government and it is
delicate for certain State Governments.
So it appears that nothing is to happen
until there is a conference of State
Treasurers at the end of January. It is
likely that that is going to influence the
date of the State general elections, be-
cause it is unthinkable that the Treasurer
of this State can absent himself from that
conference when it means so much to
Western Australia. We have just got to

be represented when these discussions are
taking final shape and I hope that, de-
spite the Premier's declaration of Liberal
Party Policy In 1947, he will forget all about
that now-

The Premier: Leave it to me.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: -and that he will

have regard to the practical Issues which
now face us in Western Australia.

Hon. A. H. G. Hawke: I think the Pre-
mier knows that the Prime Minister is
bluffing a bit.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It would be diffi-
cult to imagine our being In a worse
financial plight, so it is no wonder the
Premier emphasizes the fact that he was
experiencing considerable budgetary diffi-
culties.

MR. BUTCHER (Gascoyne) [9.521:
Last week the Government and its sup-
porters ratified a Bill and an agreement
to hand over the extensive Iron-ore de-
posits on Koolan and Irvine Islands to
B.H.P.; to hand them over for as long
as the company required them. By that
same agreement the deposits at Cockatoo
island were also to be transferred from
the authority of the Mines Department
and given to the company on similar terms.
In return, the company-

The CHAIRMAN: Order!1 The hon.
member cannot discuss something which
has been before the House by way of
legislation.

Mr. BUTCHER: I am merely tying this
up-

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: There is nothing
before the House by way of legislation.

The Premier: Of course there was.
Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: There was!
The Premier: It cannot be discussed

now.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. BUTCHER: I am merely tying this

to i show that the Government gave
away a large asset In the North-West and
in return the company is doing nothing
at all for that section of the State of
Western Australia.

The Premier: We shall see!
The Minister for Lands: We did not

give It away, either.
Hon. A. B. G. Hawke: I wish Ministers

on the front bench would speak UP.
The Minister for Lands: We can hear

you all right-
Mr. BUTCHER: I know that recently

it was the Government's intention to in-
crease rural rail freights but, owing to
the action taken by country members in
threatening to withdraw their support
from the Government-

The Premier: All this was in the party
room: I did not know about this.
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Ron. J. T. Tonkin: That was the pro-
posal in 1951 published in "The West
Australian."

The Premier: What was?
Hon. J. T. Tonkin: That you were going

to increase rates 40 per cent.
The Premier: We did not increase them.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. BUTCHER: The Government did

not carr out Its intention, and I want
to commend country members for taking
the stand they did. There are many
people in the Gascoyne electorate on the
east and south who are based not on Car-
narvon but on Meekatharra, on Cue, on
Yalgoo, Mullewa and Geraldton, to whom
an increase in rail freights would have
meant a serious thing. But the Govern-
ment has increased shipping freights and,
by so doing, has added an annual burden
on Carnarvon alone, taking into consid-
eration last year's figures, of over £20,000.
That burden has to be borne by residents
of Carnarvon and the area adjacent to the
port. On top of that, there is the fear
that the price of all petrol, distillates and
lubricating oils 'will rise. I want to say
now that the people in those areas Just
cannot stand It; it Is an utter impossi-
bility. The increase of shipping freights
at Carnarvon is 75 per cent. and passenger
fares have risen 333rd per cent. I say
it is an outrage.

The Premier: You say everything is an
outrage. You do not want rail freights or
any other freights raised, and you expect
the Government to carry on. What are
we to do?

Hon. A. B. G. Hawke: Get out?
Mr. BUTCHER: I say that rail freights

should not have been increased nor should
the boat rates have been increased.

The Premier: The price of wool was
not increased, was It?

Mr. BUTCHER: I want to show the
Committee what the increase of £0,.000
means to the ordinary men and women
who are living and working there, and
keeping the North alive. There is an
increase In the price of all groceries, in
the price of flour, tinned milk, baby foods,
butter and anything else one would lie to
mention. What Is going to be the position
for the stations up there with the pro-
posed increase of Gd. a gallon on fuels?

The Attorney General: Who said any-
thing about 9d. a gallon?

Mr. BUTCHER: It was mentioned in
"The West Australian" of the 12th Nov-
ember.

The Attorney General: You should not
take notice of a comment like that.

Mr. BUTCHER: This article said that
distillates would be rising 7d. a gallon.

The Premier: Not on account of In-
creased freights. We did not increase
freights.

Mr. BUTCHER: I want to show the
Attorney General that this is actually tak-
ing place. I have a docket with me dated
the 11th October. 1952. in which power
kerosene is quoted at £8 Is. per 44-gallon
drum. On the 14th November, power kero-
sene was quoted at £7 6s. 8d. per 44-gallon
drum, which is an increase of 7d, a gallon
and brings the price up to 3s. 41d. per
gallon; that is the price for power kero-
sene.

The Attorney General: Have You
checked it with the Prices Branch?

Mr. Rodoreda:* They would not know.
Mr. BUTCHER: These are actual

doickets.
The Attorney General: That does not

matter.
Mr. BUTCHER: This has been charged,

and I want to draw the attention of the
Committee to it.

Mr. Rodoreda: The Prices Branch does
not know; the Attorney General has told
me so.

Mr. BUTCHER: This is an actual
charge, and since freights were put up
the price of power fuel has increased 7d.
per gallon, anid I assume that the price of
petrol will go up by 9d. per gallon also.

The Premier: That is not because of
increased freights, is it?

Mr. BUTCHER: No: I did not say it
was. I am merely saying that these are
the conditions prevailing in the North,
and the North cannot stand it.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: Neither can the
Goldfields.

The Minister f or Lands: Nor can the
Great Southern.

The Premier: Petrol is dearer in place
like Lake Grace than in the North.

Mr. BUTCHER: With the increase in
freights I have mentioned, these costs will'
rise still further. I want to show what It
will mean to the people on the river-
the planters who will want fertilisers,
banana shooks and cement. The fuel coats
that I have already quoted, ia addition
to these other considerations, mean that
the burden Is getting beyond them alto-
gether.

The Attorney General: What about the
price of fruit? Has it not gone up during
the last two years?

Mr. Rodoreda: No.
Mr. BUTCHER: The price of fruit has

gone up because the production is not
there. Production has fallen off because
there was the terrible river drought. Fol-
lowing that they experienced the hottest
summer for years and then came a cold
winter. The result was that there has
been little production of bananas. That
Is why the price has gone sky high. The
planters are watering acre upon acre of
banana plantations today and are cut-
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ting Practically no fruit. How can these
people at Carnarvon carry on with the
Increased freights plus the added cost of
all materials required there? I am speak-
lng about the decent people who put back
into their properties all they can.

The Attorney General mentioned that
the price of wool had gone up. The popu-
lar notion is that the station people up
North are rolling in wealth. They may
be, but none of it sticks; It is peeled off
them by means of taxation and high costs.
The decent people who take pride in their
stations and In their possessions are put-
ting the money back into the ground
that produced the wealth. I say that they
cannot continue to do so under existing
conditions. They get no encouragement
to look after posterity. The only people
who are encouraged today are the blood
suckers, the minority that takes out every-
thing, but puts nothing back. They do not
bring back anything into the industry but
take all they can from it.

The Premier: Who are these blood
suckers?

Mr. BUTCHER: There are some, as
the Premier must know. I do not sup-
Pose it is necessary to enumerate them.
There are one or two who hardly ever put
a thing back into their properties and
they are the blood suckers. The great
majority try to put back all they possibly
can, and they are the people who should
be encouraged. The extra cost of freights
on the cartage of goods, fuel and every-
thing else they require is making it Impos-
sible for them to continue putting back
Into the ground that is producing the
wealth and the properties will become
Poorer with every passing year. It Is time
that a definite policy was brought into
being in the interests of the North. What
of the water supply at Carnarvon? I
have mentioned that topic before. The
people there are paying 3s. Gd. per 1,000
gallons. Let members contrast that charge
with what Is imposed in the metropolitan
area. They know what Is charged per
1,000 gallons down here and yet the
people of Carnervon have to pay 3s. 6d.
per 1,000 gallons.

Take the position at Babbage Island.
The Commission at the whaling station
there is paying 5s, 6d. per 1,000 gallons
yet provision is being made for the
Kwinana people to pay Is. per 1,000 gal-
ions. To my mind the people outback
should be encouraged. If we desire to
promote centralisation what we are doing
today will have that effect. The matter
of house rents has been referred to. I
mentioned before the charge of £2 13s. Gd.
a week for mere shacks. The freights
charged on the materials required for
them necessitated that rental and the
people have to pay Interest on the money
involved In the higher freights. The
freights have risen again and I suppose
that means the rents will go higher still.

The Premier: I can sympathise with
you there, but we are losing £500,000 on
the State ships. We are losing heavily on
all northern water supplies and 'we are
also losing down here.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: You have lost
money in the irrigation areas, but you do
not put up the charges there.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin. Sympathy without
help is like mustard without beef.

The Premier: What can we do about it?
You tell me.

Mr. BUTCHER; I do not mind money
being lost on projects in the rural areas.
I know the Premier has his troubles in
that direction and he is losing money on
the railways and on the State ships, but
what about the station people? Consider
what they lose on their boundary fences.
How much revenue does a boundary fence
produce? Yet It Is necessary that the
fences shall be erected and maintained
so that the stations can produce. It is
necessary to lose money on the railways
and on the State ships so that the outback
rural areas of the State can be developed
and made to produce. I do not believe in
what the member for Kalgoorile stated dur-
ing the course of his remarks. I say it is
right that these instrumentalities should be
carried on even at a loss in order that the
sparsely populated areas may be developed.
Those areas must be developed and we
must face up to the situation. It is all a
matter of decentralisatlon and we must be
prepared to extend every encouragement to
the people outback. When I speak about
the provision of water supplies, the
Premier replies that we are losing money
in that direction. We aUl know that that
is the position, but If we are not prepared
to face up to those losses we will assuredly
drive the people out of the back country.

The Premier: I am prepared to face
losses if someone will give me back some
return.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin:, So that you can
go on having more money to lose.

The Premier: There must be some
return.

Mr. BUTCHER: We know the position
with regard to the Anglo-Iranian oil Coy.
The Government is prepared to spend
£10,000,000 in order to encourage that
company to establish itself here. I stated
formerly that it should be prepared to
spend another £10,000,000 in the country
area. That is the point I made earlier,
and I repeat it on this occasion. I
have drawn attention to the situation at
Shark Bay where the people have no water
supply at all. Despite that fact, the little
community there is Producing about
£l00.000 worth of fish foods for the people
of western Australia each year. Not only
have the people there no water supply,
but they have no slipway for their boats.

The Premier: Is not the difficulty there
a matter of getting suitable water?
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Mr. BUTCHER: Yes, there is the diffi-
culty of getting Potable water. The big
problem today is the ordinary sullage, water
which is unavailable. People are carting
water for eight miles in order to make ice
for the fishing boats.

The Premier: Could we obtain a decent
water supply by putting down a bore?

Mr. BUTCHER:, Not potable water, but
water that would be quite suitable f or
all other purposes and enable people to
grow Plots of lawns and make the home
surroundings reasonable for the women
and kiddies to live in. Bore water would
provide for those requirements and would
leave the rainwater that the people de-
pend on now, entirely for drinking pur-
Poses. Another matter that I have men-
tioned before concerns the extension of
the staging so that lighters could berth.
In the old days lighters attended the
ships and brought the consignments of
goods in as far as possible.

The consignments were transferred to
punts and taken nearer inshore and from
there they were man-handled to the short
staging that existed at the time and Is
still there. As I have suggested on former
occasions. that staging should be extended
further out so that the lighter could berth
direct from the ships and discharge Its
cargo. That would bring the cost down
to not more than £6 per ton whereas to-
day over £20 per ton is being paid to get
stores in and produce out. There we have
a community of about 100 people and
surely It is worth encouraging them, quite
apart from considering the food they are
Producing! It is a decentralised. com-
munity and something that could be ex-
panded. The State ships do not call
there.

Mr. Rodoreda: But they call at Yowpl
Sound.

Mr. BUTCER: They do not call at
Shark Bay because the costs are too high
and the labour is not available to handle
the cargo from the lighter to the punt
and on to men's backs. These are things
that the Government should bear in
mind- Promises have been made that
large sums of money will be spent down
here, and I say that large sums will have
to be spent in the North if we are sincere
in our desire to develop that territory.

[Mr. ll took thre Chair.)

M&. ACKLAND (Moore) 110.111: In
speaking to the General Estimates on this
occasion, I have no intention to be speci-
ftc but rather to stress the urgency for In-
centive in Western Australia. I have
recently returned from a visit to the
Dominion of Canada where on every hand
one saw evidences of the incentive offered
for people to produce more and to work
harder, and I was conscious of the con-
tract between that country and this in
the matter of production.

I am convinced that there is no need
for anyone in Western Australia to have
an inferiority complex regarding Canada,
but there Is a very real necessity for West-
ern Australians to realise the need to
work along certain lines. This country,
with an abundance and regularity of
rainfall and Its climatic conditions, was
meant to be a place where foodstuffs were
produced to help feed a hungry world.
Although there are very great contrasts
between Canada and Australia, there are
many things we have In common. For
Instance, our land mass Is very nearly the
same. Canada's being somewhat larger,
but when we allow for the huge volume
of inland water, the area of dry land Is
very similar to that of Australia, and al-
though we must admit that we have a
vast interior that Is very dry, Canada has
a north quite as large as our inland where
very little production is possible.

Except for the last few years I believe
the record of Australia compares very
favourably Indeed with that of Canada
when we realise that that country was
colonised 380 years ago and Australia 160
ago; when we realise that that country
Is only four days travel from the 'United
Kingdom and other European countries
compared with our distance of four weeks
by similar means of transport; and that
Canada has a 3,000 mile boundary abut-
ting the most progressive people in the
world while we have been isolated as the
land down under with our nearest neigh-
bours the teeming millions of South-East
Asia. In spite of those disabilities we find
that Canada in 350 years has gained a
population of 14.000,000 whereas we in
Australia have a population of approxi-
mately 9,000,000 from 160 years colonisa-
tion.

Until recent Years. I believe that we in
this country have performed very credit-
ably when compared with the greatest
dominion in the British Empire, but In re-
cent years the position here has de-
teriorated. We were told many times
that the secondary industries of Canada
have increased by 500 per cent. in the last
ten years. Whether that is so, I cannot
say, but it was evident to everyone with
eyes to see that the people there were
working with a will and were producing
to the maximum. Over there one saw
that the executives, managers and owners
of industries worked with a will and that
there was good management and good
organization. and one could not fail to
recall some of the industries in this coun-
try where it is difficult to find an executive
officer after 11 o'clock on Friday morning
because by that time they have left for
the week-end, and where there has been
no incentive for anyone to work to the
maximum of his capacity.

Hon. E. Nulsen: How many hours a week
do they work in Canada?
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Mr. ACKLAND: I believe that they may
work 40 hours or more, but there Is an
Incentive for people to produce to the
maximum. So much work Is done by
contract and piecework, and a man Is
paid according to his production capacity.
Wages there are extremely high. I found
that girls working In some of the factories
we visited were receiving 1.35 dollars an
hour which, on a 40-hour week basis.
would represent a little over £21 in Aus-
tralian money. But they were earning It.
One could sense the enthusiasm with which
they were applying themselves to their
work,

Now I wish to revert to the fact that
it is a matter of incentive to produce in
Canada and a lack of incentive on the
part of workers to give of their best In
Australia. I have come to the conclusion
that there are three reasons for the lack
of incentive In this country. The first
Is something over which the Government
of Western Australia has very little con-
trol, and that is the high taxation. Nobody
has any incentive to produce to his mazi-
mum in industry. Primary producers
could produce a great deal more if there
was an incentive to do it. I could quote
instances over and over again where, if
there were any prospect of the producer's
retaining to himself a reasonable part
of his extra production, the country could
produce a great deal more of everything
we grew.

Mr. J. Hegneyc Have they a system
whereby income over a certain amount is
not absorbed In taxation?

Mr. ACKLAND: I tried to find out the
factual position of taxation but It was
difficult to tie anybody down to a detailed
explanation. People would speak in gen-
eralities. When I told them the rate of
taxation in this country, they were aston-
ished. Though they admitted that theirs
was very much lower than ours, they could
not give me any real facts. High taxa-
tion here plays an important part in the
lack of incentive to produce. The reason
so many are not giving of their best
today is that for some years this country
had a policy of cost-plus. That did not
bring the best out of anybody. There was
no inducement for the manufacturer to
reduce his costs and to see that his fac-
tory was managed effectively and that
the workmen were giving of their best.
for the simple reason that the more an
article cost, the greater was his return
because of the percentage over and above
the cost of production that came to him.

I1 come to the third reason, and that
is the very high protective policy which
has been adopted by Australia for many
years. I do not suggest that we should
not have a certain amount of protection
in order to start our Industries and to
give them an opportunity to become es-
tablished in this country, but practically
no manufacturer has to give considera-

tion to whether his factory is working to
its efficient maximum. He does not need
to find out if his administration and dis-
tribution are all that is to be desired. He
has for many years vast been able to go
along to the Tariff Board and say that
an article cannot be produced in corn-
petition with the outside world unless he
is given a greater measure of protection,
and immediately he has received the as-
sistance that he has wanted without hav-
ing to do what Is reasonable business
practice, and that is, produce an article
at the very lowest possible figure. I think
that we in this country have to realise
that we must mend our ways--and that
applies to the whale conununity and not
one section-if we are not going to fal
behind In world competition. I do not
think this Government has done very much
better than previous Governments-

Mr. M...y: Hear, Hear!
Mr, ACKLAND: -when it comes to

secondary Industries in Western Australia.
I think that every member realises I am
opposed to the socialisation of industry;
but, frankly, I believe that during the
last six years this Government has, to a
very great extent, carried an many of the
socialistic enterprises and increased some
that were left it as a legacy from the pre-
vious Government. Though I believe that
all people who are willing to engage in
industry should be given every encourage-
ment and assistance which can reasonably
be afforded them, I strongly object to a
Government making available to Industry
large sums of money to gamble with on a
sort of heads-I-win, tails-you-lose policy.
So much money which should have been
used for primary production, to increase
the productive capacity of this State, has
been used by Industries which have just
gone along to the Government and asked
for financial assistance, with the know-
ledge that any profits that might be
made would be theirs and that the Gov-
ernment would hold the baby if the enter-
prise did not prove satisfactory.

So I would earnestly ask the Govern-
ment to realise that here in Western Aus-
tralia we have been given by Nature a Job
to do, and that job is to produce foodstuffs
which we can grow in very much
greater quantities than is the case at
present. But rather than having in-
creased our productive capacity, we find
that Western Australia has fallen behind
In primary production. It is distressing to
realise that three years ago this country
sold 46,000,000 bushels of wheat, and last
year, 36,00,000 bushels and I am strongly
of the opinion that this year we will not
have much more than 28,000,000 bushels
for sale.

I am convinced that Western Australia.
if given the necessary encouragement,
could increase its wheat production to
80.000,000 or 100,000,000 bushels per year,
and I am just as sure that without in
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any way detracting from that production,
we could produce 20,000,000 to 30,000,000
bushels of barley and oats. We have mil-
lions of acres still unproductive, all within
a reasonable rainfall area, and with good
climatic conditions. All that is needed
is an incentive for people to get out and
work. All that is required is for the Gov-
ernment to give assistance in rural areas
to a greater degree than within the met-
ropolitan and built-up areas of the State.

I know that we are all very glad that
the Kwinana oil refinery is to be estab-
lished south of Fremantle, but 1 am con-
vinced that the money which is being
spent by this Government on that enter-
prise should have been found by the Com-
monwealth Government In the same way
that it has found hundreds of millions of
pounds for the Snowy River project. That
project is a great undertaking. It will
do a great deal of good for New South
Wales and Victoria, and possibly South
Australia will benefit by obtaining extra
water for its irrigation schemes. But I
am sure that the oil refinery in Western
Australia Is for the benefit of the nation
and not for Western Australia alone, and
that the expenditure which is being in-
curred here by the State should be found
by the Commonwealth.

More justification could be found for
expenditure in that direction than in con-
nection with the Snowy River scheme.
Had the millions of pounds which the
State Government is spending been de-
voted to increasing the primary produc-
tion of this country, I believe it would
have been very much better for the State
and Australia. as a whole. The increasing
use of our light lands--those along the
Midlands, in the Esperance district and
to the east of Albany, where the Gov-
ernment is doing something at present-
would make it possible for us to increase
our production of wheat, oats and barley:
and I believe also that we could be carry-
ing many millions more sheep In these
lighter areas. All we require are Incentive
and super. The latter is just as import-
ant as the former.

What concerns me is that whereas only
a few years ago super cost £8 per ton,
today it is costing no less than £20 per
ton by the time It is bought, freight and
cartage are paid, and the wages of disti-
bution are met. When the member for
Kalgoorlie, or anyone else, complains bit-
terly about the Government sending out
a sprat to catch a mackerel, which is
really the position with super-the light
land is quite useless without liberal sup-
Plies of super-it seems to me he is adopt-
ing a very short-sighted policy. Whilst
speaking of the many millions of acres
of land still unimproved in Western Aus-
tralia, I would also like to lend support
to those who advocate the resumption of
the privately-held land adjacent to rail-
ways, and in good rainfall areas, which
Is not being utilised by the owners.

I believe that a man who took up land
many years ago should be given every
consideration, and be allowed a reasonable
number of years In which to bring it to
a developed state but, if be does not do
that, the land should be resumed and
given or sold to someone else at a reason-
able price, provided he uses it to its pro-
ductive capacity. By doing such things,
I think that Western Australia can main-
tain her production, and make her rail-
ways meet their cost: and this can be done
without continually increasing freights,
but rather by seeing that goods are pro-
duced and are available to be carried. I
believe this Government has done Quite
a good job in rehabilitating the railways,
because I am of opinion that by now we
would have been ready to carry almost
the whole of our Primary products from
the country, and the things that are neces-
sary from the seaboard to the interior,
had it not been for the disastrous strike
which drained the resources of the State
and occupied more than six months of
time.

Our great job today, however, is not to
take part in recriminations, but to see
that this country is utilised as the Al-
mighty meant it to be, and that Is to
produce the foodstuffs for which a hungry
world clamours. Another item I would
like to speak on is in connection with
contract work within the State. I have
just returned from Canada, where I found
that all the big Government works which
I saw were being built under contract.
There were contractors making hundreds
of miles of main roads from one side of
Canada to the other, and a huge hydro-
electric plant at Niagara, which is costing
as much as the Snowy River project, Is
being built by contract. When that con-
tract was let 18 months ago, the opening
day was decided upon and the contractors
were told that the plant would be opened
on that day or they would have to pa"
huge amounts under the penalty clauses.
So I believe that contract work is some-
thing which should be adopted here, ann
I am glad to learn that the Minister for
Works already has one contractor opera-
ting somewhere in the northern part of
the State.

This is a step in the right direction,
and if this contractor proves satisfactory,
I hope the Government's policy will be
to have more and more of its work carried
out by people who have an incentive to
produce, and by men working for them
who have an incentive to see that the Job
is completed in a reasonable time. it is
well known that there is a good deal of
dissatisfaction, not only among members
of the Opposition but among some Goev-
erment supporters too, because of the way
public funds have been spent. Whether
this Government comes back into office
next year or whether there is a change of
Government, I intend to use what little
influence I may have to see that a public
works committee is appointed which can
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at least make recommendations to Cabi-
net as to where and how all big public
expenditure shall take place.

My electorate of Moore is, I believe, re-
sponsible for the contribution of more
revenue than any other agricultural elec-
torate, and I think an examination of the
figures would prove that it has had
far less spent on It than any electorate
south of the East-West line in recent
years. If we feel bitter that such things
should have happened, I feel we have
justification for so feeling. With the ex-
ception of money spent on education,
within the boundaries of my old elec-
torate of Irwin-Moore, I think we have
received very shabby treatment with
regard to public expenditure. I want
to close on one other note, and
that is the matter of decentraisation.
A city is necessary, but all the incentive
in this State is for people to congregate
in the metropolitan area. Those receiving
salaries or wages can secure an abund-
ance of water, comparatively cheap elec-
tric light and power in the metropolitan
area, together with all the other ame nities
that city people have come to look upon
as their right, and consequently there is
no inducement for them to go ou in to
the rural districts that make it possib le
for the city of Perth to exist.

It is interesting to note that in the pro-
vince of Quebec the legislators increased
the representation of the country areas
until now Six city votes represent one rural
vote. The result of that has been that
the octopus of Montreal and Quebec no
longer decides the destinies of the Province
and In the last few years the Industries of
the Province have become more diversified
and have spread over a far vaster area
than would have been the case had those
great cities continued to dominate the
political field and that of public expendi-
ture.

M. LAWRENCE (South Fremantle)
[10.421: I will preface my remarks with
some words to the member for Darling
Range who said in this Chamber, the other
day, that he was perturbed about the
slow turn-round of ships having an ad-
verse effect on the export of fruit. I feel
compelled to castigate him for having
made that statement because it was totally
wrong, and if he care to take the time
to come down to the port and gain in-
formation I will co-operate with him as
the waterside workers have co-operated
with the exporters of fruit in the Past.
On many occasions, to my knowledge, the
waterside workers have waited around to
,handle fruit that had not been freighted
to the waterfront. Surely the hon. mem-
ber can understand that if the fruit is
not there it cannot be loaded, and that
has occurred on many occasions 1 Apart
from the late arrival of fruit on the
wharves at times there is often congestion
on the waterfront-lack of storage and
berthing space.

The waterside workers have no say at
all in the allocation of berths to ships.
That question is decided by a priorities
committee on which there is representa-
tion of the various employers, the Hlar-

borTrust, and the Stevedoring Industry
Board, but no representation of the water-
side workers, Certain vessels are at times
held up by chicanery. One vessel to
which I1 would refer is the "Maetsuycker."
That vessel is a passenger ship and must
have a certain amount of priority, but it
can sail through the Eottnest queue and
take up a berth while other ships that
should have high priority, because they
are important to the economy of the
State, are held up for a week at a time.

I have In mind a ship that lay in Gage
Roads, loaded with potatoes, for five days
and could not secure a berth because
vessels such as the "Maetsuycker" were
given priority. When that ship eventually
berthed, after some pressure was brought
to bear by the Waterside Workers' Federa-
tion, two-thirds of the potatoes had gone
bad and had to be fed to pigs. it would
be interesting to know who paid for them.
It would be safe to say that they were then
charged to the public at a price 200 per
cent. greater than it should have been,
and once again the consumer public had
to foot the bill. During the last year the
output per man per hour in the great
majority of the ports of Australia has in-
creased and it is high time that before
making untrue statements in this Cham-
ber certain members should discover the
truth. It does not make for co-operation
between the employer, the employee and
the exporter and is not in the interests
of the economy of the State that such
statements should be made and not
straightened out.

Mr. Hearman: Why not find out what
price the potatoes were sold for?

Mr. LAWRENCE: The hon. member, as
a member of the Government-

The Premier: No, a supporter of the
Government.

Mr. LAWRENCE: -a supporter of the
Government-shame upon him--should
inquire from the Prices Minister and not
from me. I know that those potatoes were
held out there for five days beoause of the
machinations--

Mr. Hearman: But the price would be
fixed and they could not be sold at 200
per cent. more.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Who would stand the
loss?

Mr. Hearman: The growers or mer-
chants in the State from which they were
imported.

Mr. LAWRENCE: The primary pro-
ducer again?

Mr. Hearman: It would depend upon
the terms on which they were exported.
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Mr. LAWRENCE: I do not know
whether the Premier is aware of the fact,
but great honour has been done to Aus-
tralian sport inasmuch as a waterside
worker has gained a world boxing title
for Australia.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: We want him here
f or awhile.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I refer to Jimmy Car-
ruthers, the new bantamweight champion
of the world. I now pass on to some-
thing dealing with my own electorate and
I must castigate the Government on the
attitude It has adopted in withholding in-
formation with regard to development In
South Fremantle.

lion. J. B. Sleeman: You know what
the Premier promised us.

Mr. LAWRENCE: He promised us lots
of things but, unfortunately, on this oc-
casion he has withheld information and
it has had a bad eff ect on people In the
area. For instance, the Rockingham Road
Board, under whose authority this new in-
dustrial area falls, has not had one word
as regards the establishment of the
Kwlnana oil refinery, the B.H.P. installa-
tions, the proposed new cement works or
any other activity that is likely to take
place In that area. Also, portion of this
area lies within the area controlled by
the Fremantle Road Board and that local
authority has not had one word about it
either. The road boards concerned feel
very strongly about it.

Mr. Totterdell: Why?
Mr. LAWRENCE: if this Is to be the

attitude of the Government it will lose a
good deal of support and the people in
that area will lose confidence, if they t.ave
not already done so, in any future Gov-
ernment, especially if local governing bodies
are to be treated in this manner. The
Rockingham Road Board complained bit-
terly to me only a week ago. It said that
certain Public Works people had gone
down there, formed a camp and then
asked to be provided with a sanitary ser-
vice which Is run by the road board. Un-
fortunately the local authority has to raise
loan money to procure pans, and if the
pans were not available the board would
find it difficult to provide a service. Con-
sequently the road board felt concerned
about it. We find also that the Premier
admitted in this Chamber that the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust had not been con-
sulted about the erection of the docks
in the Swinana and B.H.P. areas.

The Premier: Did I say that?
Mr. LAWRENCE: Yes, in answer to a

question. All of that area comes under
the Jurisdiction of the Harbour Trust, be-
cause Its area runs down to a point be-
tween Rockingham and Safety Bay. then
across to the northern tip of Garden Island
and from there to a point near to City
Beach and back along the coast. I can-

riot understand why the Government has
put an iron curtain around the activities
in this industrial area.

The Premier: There is no Iron curtain.
Mr. LAWRENCE: I say that there has

been and still is an iron curtain around It.
I will prove that statement in a moment.

The Premier: Might I make this sug-
gestion? What about going to see the Mn-
ister for Works and asking him for the
Information?

Mr. LAWRENCE: The Minister for
Works came down to my area and did not
have the decency to ask me. as the local
member, to go with himn, so why should
I ask him for the Information? We had
a similar Instance in this Chamber
recently when the Attorney General re-
fused to give a statement to members
before he gave It to the Press. That
was an insult to members who are here
to represent the people.

The Premier: What was that about?
Mr. LAWRENCE: It had something to

do with prices. I do not know what will
happen in this Industrial area, but from
what I can see and from what people have
told me, there will be one big mess eventu-
ally. Nobody is being taken into con-
sideration and apparently the Ministers in-
terested In it, and possibly the Co-ordi-
nator of Public Works, Mr. Dumas, are
the only ones who know anything about
it. The Land Resumption Office knows
nothing and neither does the Town Plan-
ning Board; at least, if they know any-
thing they are under strict orders not to
tell anybody. I am decidedly hostile about
what has taken place and can assure the
Premier that the people in the South Fre-
mantle electorate, and others who have
an interest in that area, are also hostile.

I will prove to the Premier what a mess
they are in down In that area. A certain
person came to me and asked me If I
could assist him to get a business started
in the area shown on the plan in the
B.H.P. BiB. I advised him not to have
anything to do with it because the land
may be resumed. However, to help him
along I sent him to the Department of
Industrial Development and this chap told
me that the department said it would be
quite all right for him to start putting up
his factory, which is to be used for manu-
facturing Joinery and housing parts. He
was then advised to approach the State
Housing Commission, and the officers
there told him that he could build his
factory because he did not need a priority.
He was permitted to build that factory in
the middle of the area set aside for the
B.H.P. project, and the factory is 90 per
cent. completed on Lot 343. Does the Pre-
mier know that?

Mr. Welder: What happened?
Mr. LAWRENCE: Unfortunately the

fellow has cemented In his diesel engines,
Purchased his electric tools and has them
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down there, and I do not know what he
will do because every penny he has in
the world has been Invested in this pro-
ject. Nobody will be able to convince me
that that was fair play. That is one
of the most disgraceful things that has
ever happened, and I feel sure that If
the Premier's last pound were invested
in such a venture he would also feel hos-
tile about It. Now the S.E.C. has refused
to link up the factory to the power supply.
Probably they feel that if he is linked
up he will be due for a higher rate of
compensation. What does the Premier
say to that?

The Premier: I do not know anything
about the case.

Mr. LAWRENCE: As the Premier goes
through that area he must nearly run
over the factory because It is right on
the side of the road.

The Minister for Lands: Was he nob
forewarned?

Mr. LAWRENCE: I warned him but
he went to two Government departments
and they let him through.

The Minister for Lands: He was fore-
warned.

Mr. LAWRENCE: By whom?
The Minister for Lands: Never mind

about that. He was forewarned.
Mr. LAWRENCE: By me and by the

Rockingham Road Board.
The minister f or Lands: He went over

his boundary on to someone else's block
and was told about it.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Let us have the truth
of the matter. in the first place. I fore-
warned him and told him where I1 thought
BMIP, would be going. He was warned by
the Rockingham Road Board also, but he
went to the Department of Industrial
Development and the State Housing Comn-
mission and they said "Yes, you can go
ahead."

The Minister for Lands: I would like
to get proof of that.

Mr. LAWRENCE: The Minister would
like to get proof of. it? He can go down
to the department and get proof of it be-
cause the fellow has built down there.

The Minister for Lands: Of course! I
saw him building, but the Department
of Industrial Development will not give
anyone permission to build there.

Mr. LAWRENCE: How could anyone
possibly build there If someone tried to
stop him?

The Minister for Lands: He was fore-
warned.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I do not know what
the Minister is getting at.

The Minister for Lands: I know what
I am getting at.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I think he Is asinine
if he makes a statement such as that.
The Minister knew that that building was
being erected so why did he not go out
and stop him?

The Minister for Lands: Don't be funny!
Mr. LAWRENCE: Does not the Minister

believe In doing someone a good turn?
The Minister for Lands: It had nothing

to do with me; he owned the land.
Mr. LAWRENCE: He did not own the

land.
The Minister for Lands: He did own

the land.
The CHAIRtMAN: Order!I
Mr. LAWRENCE: I will bet the Minister

£50. to be paid to the Children's Hospital.
that he did not own the land because I
know who does own it. However, that
Is the position that exists there. Everyone
Is dissatisfied because the Housing Com-
mission has withheld information at the
Instigation of the Government. It Is high
time the Premier and his Ministers got
off their high horses and gave the people
some Information. Why all the secrecy?
This is not a proposed agreement; It has
become an actual fact.

The Minister for Lands: All the In-
formation regarding It has been published.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Has It?
The Minister for Lands: Yes.
Mr. LAWRENCE: If the Minister will

come with me and answer all the ques-
tions that will be put to him by the people
down there as to the resumption of land,
I will be extremely happy, but I am sure
he cannot. I am also concerned about
the housing problem In my electorate. The
Base Flats are still in existence, and have
developed into an absolute slum area. It
is a disgrace to the State.

The Minister for Lands: It does not
look a slum area: it always appears to be
tidy.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Hlas the Minister ever
been in them?

The Minister for Lands: I[ have passed
the building regularly.

Mr. LAWRENCE: If the Minister has
not been in it, he does not know what
he is talking about.

The Minister for Lands: You are paint-
Ing the lly.

Mr. LAWRENCE: It is an absolute dis-
grace.

The Premier: What has made It a slum
area?

Mr. LAWRENCE: Firstly, the over-
crowding and, secondly, sunshine cannot
get Into the rooms.

The Premier: I do not think that can
be correct.
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Mr. LAWRENCE: If the Premier has
passed Whe fiats, he knows that there are
no windows In some of Whe rooms: they
have been missing for well over 12 months
to my knowledge. It would do Ministers
good to take a walk through those flats
unheralded and see for themselves the
rotten conditions in which people are liv-
ing. They are the people that the State
Government. through the Housing Com-
mission, will not help.

The Chief Secretary: Did you say that
they are so constructed that the sun can-
not get into them?

Mr. LAWRENCE: That is so.
The Chief Secretary: They must be built

in a strange way It that Is the case.
Mr. LAWRENCE: I will explain to the

Minister. The sun cannot get through
the windows because all the verandah
space has been taken up, due to congested
conditions, and all the windows have been
filled in with hessian and other material.

The Chief Secretary: That would imply
that the flats extend over a. quarter of
an acre.

Mr. LAWRENCE: They are all In one
building.

The Minister for Lands: The same con-
ditions must have existed when the Army
occupied them.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Not necessarily.
Hon. J. T. Tonkin: They were not

overcrowded then to the extent they are
now.

The Minister for Lands: Would that
stop the sun from getting in?

Mr. LAWRENCE: The position is that
the verandah has now been covered in
with hessian, etc. and the sun cannot
get through the windows into the rooms.
If the Premier visited those flats his heart
would bleed to see the conditions under
which the people are living.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You cannot get
blood out of a stone.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I do not know. If
some of the people in those flats got hold
of the Premier they would get something
out of him. I will guarantee that! Apart
from those flats there is also the Melville
Camp. A lot of work has been done to
improve the conditions in that camp and
I will be fair and say that the Housing
Commission has been extremely helpful.
In the surrounding areas there is also
Wmlagee Park. Naval Base and Coogee
Beach. Yet in other suburbs similar
housing camps do not exist. We are told
that because of the lack of funds this
problem cannot be solved at the moment,
yet in the same area the Government is
proposing to spend up to £10,000,000 or
£15,000,000 on the establishment of
secondary industries which will make
millions of pounds.

The Minister for Lands: And Provide
work for thousands.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Those companies are
not coming here as philanthropists. Do
not believe that for one moment. They
are coming here to make tremendous pro-
fits as they have done In the past. Whilst
they may be good for the State as a whole,
and also for the defence of the Common-
wealth, we must look to the other side
of the Picture and preserve our true
wealth first. I consider that the true
wealth of this nation Is the product from
the union of man and woman; our own
children. In many instances, however,
we are not giving the young people of our
State an Opportunity to Increase the
Population which we so sadly need. one
evening In this Chamber the Premier
mentioned that the population had in-
creased. I agree, but the natural popula-
tion has not increased and I feel sure that
if the housing position does not improve
the birth-rate will decrease.

Many Young People who are living in
rooms are in constant fear of having
children because they know that their
accommodation will be overcrowded. If
young couples already have one child,
surely it would be farcial to expect them
to rear more children which would only
further overcrowd their existing accom-
modation. I would now like to mention
the attitude of the Government to people
who are evicted under the Rents and
Tenancies (Emergency Provisions) Act, or
to those who come under the Protection
of that Act. The Government was warned
about this matter, and Ministers made
various statements to the effect that,
firstly, two-unit families would not be
helped in the event of eviction, then It
was three-unit families that would not be
helped, but now the stage has been reached
when five-unit or six-unit families are not
being helped. Does the Premier know
that? I have with me a letter from the
State Housing Commission, which reads
as follows:-

I have to confirm the verbal in-
formation given you this day that the
application submitted by W. 0. Cross
of 20 Carnac-st. Fremantle, for a
home under the Commonwealth-State
Rental Housing Scheme has been
further considered by the Commis-
sion following your interview with
the chairman and myself, but as no
extenuating circumstances could be
ascertained which would warrant the
Commission varying its decision, I am
afraid that Mr. Cross must use his
best endeavours to find accommoda-
Mion without relying on this Commis-
sion.

The family referred to is a five-unit
family, and it Will be a six-unit family
in February when these eviction proceed-
ings take place. I warn the Government
now that the People in my electorate and
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the electorates in Fremantle generally are
not going to tolerate being evicted unless
alternative accommodation Is provided for
them, if they cannot find it for them-
selves. If a person Is under eviction and
is warned by the Housing Commission to
use his best endeavours to provide accom-
modation for himself, and he does not do
so. I have no quarrel with that. What I
object to is the Governmnent saying to
the Housing Commission. "You tell these
people when they are evicted, we are de-
finitely not going to help them in any
circumstances." That Is a gross betrayal
of the promise made by the Minister when
the Bim was brought down. We are not
going to tolerate action of that sort by
the Government, in the event of these
people being thrown out on the street.

The only excuse I can get is that the
Commission has nothing against these
people except that they are adults. I have
never heard such rot? Why should it
matter if a person is an adult? Whether
they be adults or juveniles, they should
still be housed, and 3I intend to see that
they are housed. One of the most serious
things I have come across in my electorate
during my term as member has been the
question of hospitalization, and I wish to
raise that tonight. For obvious reasons,
I wish to keep the name of the person
concerned anonymous, but I have a letter
from the Public Health Department ad-
dressed to a certain person, which reads
as follows:-

Your sputum result has come back
positive, so we now can Put you back
on the tuberculosis allowance. Could
you come and see Mr. Scott on Friday
morning and fill in the necessary
forms? Hoping the rest will soon put
you right again.

Yours faithfully,
C. Birmingham.

Following on a certain report given to
me, I went to see this person and was
handed this letter which obviously shows
that he Is a case of infectious T.B. I went
to see this gentleman on Sunday morning.
I went into his bedroom where he was in
bed and, after some conversation, It was
obvious to me that he was in a poor state
of health. I asked him what he had done.
He showed me this letter and said he
could not get into the Wooroloo Sana-
torium; he could not be admitted because
there was no bed for him. I rang the
department on Monday morning and, after
a talk with a certain doctor from the
department and in answer to my ques-
tions, he assured me that the Person was
infectious and could communicate the
disease quite easily to anybody, but that
his close relatives, in this case his two
daughters, 10i and 12j, and his wife, had
been given certain treatment so that they
would not get the infection.

Following that remark. I said to the
doctor, "What about me? I went to see
this person; I went into his bedroom, sat
close to him and talked to him." The
doctor replied, "If you feel panicky about
it, come up and we will give you the
same treatment." I did not feel that I
needed any treatment, but I point this
out to show how any person, whether it
be a friend or somebody as close as the
relatives I have mentioned, or perhaps a
tradesman, could pick up the infection
and pass it on. Following that incident.
I asked the Miister for Health some ques-
tions. After asking those questions and
perusing the answers, I find there are
46 cases in Western Australia of infec-
tious T.B. that cannot be admitted to
Wooroloo because there are no beds.

I want to know from the Premier what
he intends to do about that. Will the
Premier make a statement on it to en-
sure that the health of the people will
be protected? Or is he just prepared to
say to B.H.P. or the Anglo-Iranian Oil
Co., "Here is E10.000,000 or £15,000,000 for
you?" We cannot put infectious tuber-
culosis cases into beds; there are 46 of
them walking around. They can use any
public transport, any drinking fountain,
any cinema or public convenience, and
nothing is done about it. The Attorney
General knows nothing. The suggestion is
that we do not want to worry about those
people. Why worry about hospitalisation
or education or housing people when we
can toady to these other people and
spend millions of pounds, as the member
for Moore pointed out, on secondary in-
dustries and little on primary industries?
To the question of what is being done
for the welfare of the people the answer
is definitely, "Nothing." It is a disgrace
for any Government to know that a posi-
tion like that exists. When I asked the
Minister for Health to explain what
system is used in determining the priority
of entry of patients into Wooroloo, abe
replied-

Priority of admission is given to
urgently sick cases and those most
likely to infect others.

I do not know what to make of that
answer, but I do know that there are 46
infectious cases walking around, and no-
one will convince me that infectious T.
cases are not urgently sick and that they
do not need urgent attention. There can
be no doubt about that. I further
asked-

Would she explain what the words
"appropriate restraining action" used
in answer to my Question on Wednes-
day last signified?

The answer I received was--
The patient Is warned of the dan-

ger of spreading the disease and is
instructed by clinic doctors and visit-
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lag nurses on precautions to be taken.
If these are ignored the patient is
brought into hospital.

Maybe the person is brought Into hospi-
tal, but how long Is that done after the
person has possibly spread this terrible
disease by infecting other poor unfortu-
nate Individuals? It could be a month
before that action was taken. Apparently
the attitude of the Government is that
It will not take suitable action in the
matter. It will be prepared to shut the
stable door after the horse has bolted.

The Minister for Lands: Can a person
visit Wooroloo, on Sundays at any time?

Mr. LAWRENCE: At the proper times.

The Minister for Lands: Is there any
risk to those people?

Mr. LAWRENCE: I do not think so.

The Minister for Lands: What about
the infectious case you mentioned?

Mr. LAWRENCE: If the Minister took
time off, he could get the answer to that
question. He would find that patients at
Wooroloo can be visited only at certain
times.

The Minister for Lands: Exactly.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Those people are In-
fectious.

The Minister for Lands: Woorcoo is
in my electorate and I have visited the
patients in all the beds at the sanatorium
asking them what they wanted out of the
Christmas cheer fund- I have never been
told of any risk attached to nmy going
there.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Has not the Minister
been warned?

The Minister for Lands: No, and I
wondered where the risk came in that
you spoke of.

Mr. LAWRENCE: The Minister will not
say that the cases I referred to are not
infectious. I have been to the Public
Health Department and spoken to the
doctors there, and have been assured that
the cases are infectious. I will certainly
accept the advice of the doctors and the
department rather than that of the Min-
ister.

The Minister for Lands: I have not said
that they are not Infectious.

Mr. LAWRENCE: They certainly are.

The Minister for Lands: If it is a matter
of risk, what risk did you run?

Mr. LAWRENCE: It Is possible to con-
tract the disease from these Patients.
However, I have pointed out the position.
If the Minister were to use a utensil In
a soft drink shop or In the local hotel

that had formerly been used by an indi-
vidual suffering from this disease, he
would certainly run a risk of Infection.

The Minister for Lands: But we run
that sort of risk with other diseases as
well.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I agree with the Min-
ister in that respect, but here we know
of 48 T.B. sufferers who are in need of
urgent attention, and the Government has
not seen fit to supply hospitalization for
them. Furthermore the Minister has ac-
quainted me, in answer to a further ques-
tion, that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment has promised funds for the erection
of a 200-bed chest hospital. That promise
has not yet been fulflled. The Minter
also said that no information was avail-
able as to when the funds would be forth-
coming for the erection of that hospital.
There is something radically wrong with
a Government that allows such a position
to continue without attempting to effect
an alteration,

One other serious problem affects not
only the electorate I represent, but other
parts, of the State as well. I refer to the
acute shortage of accommodation in the
schools. I1 have spoken to a number of
headmasters in that regard, and they are
all wondering what the position will be
next year when the new age groups of
children come along to start their school-
days. Not enough attention is being given
to that matter. We have spoken about
funds for the erection of hospitals, for
expenditure on housing and in other direc-
tions, and yet this acute position confronts
us with respect to education. It goes back
to the old, old story that the Premier
has told so often-no funds are available!
If no money is available now and the Pre-
mier cannot say when funds will be forth-
coming, I am of the firm opinion that the
Government itself Is practically bankrupt.
I1 do not think the Premier Will deny that.

Mr. W. Hegney: Have you seen the Pin-
jarra school extensions, about half a mile
long?

Mr. LAWRENCE: No.

Mr. Styants: Or the new hospital there?

Mr. LAWRENCE: If the Premier likes
to laugh about these matters, I can assure
him they represent no laughing matter
to us. The Premier has to go through my
electorate on his way home at night.

The Premier: Sometimesi Uf I knew
where you lived I would call upon you.

Mr. LAWREN~CE: I will certainly see
that the Premier gets an invitation in due
course. To revert to the matters I wish
to bring before the notice of the Govern-
ment, there is need for a hospital site
at Rockinghiam.
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The Premier: Yes, that Is admitted and
the need recognised.

Mr. LAWRENCE:. I might even suggest
that the Premier has promised the provi-
sion of a hospital at that centre.

The Premier;. No, I said one was needed.
Mr. LAWRENCE: I suggest that the

Premier did promise action in that matter.
Mr. W. Hegney:. Have you seen the hos-

pital at Pinjarra?
31r. LAWRENCE: It is a beauty.
The Premier: You are a very observant

person.
M1r. LAWRENCE: I do not know that

the Premier Maid the hospital was needed
and that he would provide It. Perhaps
he spoke with his tongue in his cheek or
made a legitimate mistake. I do not know
that the Premier would be silly enough
to say that he would provide It without
knowing what It would cost.

The Premier: I said that It was needed.
Mdr. LAWRENCE: I think I can produce

in writing what was said.
The Premier: I did not put it In writing.
Mr. LAWRENCE: On the matters I have

mentioned as affecting my electorate.
namely, housing, education and hospitals,
I trust the Premier will take steps to
improve the existing position.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.31 p.m.

IEeqistutivrp kAoimb1y
Wednesday, 19th November. 1952.
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QUESTIONS.

CEMIENT, EIMPORTED.
As to Auditor General's Report on Ex-

pend itunre.
Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN asked the

Premier:
(1) Will he inform the House who were

the industrial users of cement mentioned
on page 38 of last year's report of the
Auditor General, when he was reporting
on imported cement issues to industrial
users?


